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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Christ the Center   
1st Week: “Center of Everything” About seeing Christ for who He really is and then seeing everything else in light of that reality.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about what makes a church Christ-centered.
How this lesson can impact your life: Evaluate your church’s message and ministry, and determine ways you can contribute to keeping Christ at the center of everything it does.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “What Is Our Message?” Colossians 1: 24-27; All Christians have the responsibility of communicating to all people the good news of salvation in Christ.  Christ’s presence in believers enables them to work effectively for Him.
2. “Are We Growing Spiritually?” Colossians 1: 28-2:3; Every Christian’s goal should be to grow toward spiritual maturity.  Believers have the opportunity to create or maintain an environment of encouragement and love in their churches.
3. “Are We Walking the Walk?” Colossians 2: 4-7; Walking (living) in Christ involves every aspect of our lives-thoughts, words, actions, and relationships.  Christ provided all we need for Christian living.
Our Scripture text today provides three questions to the church to determine if they are Christ-centered.
· What is our message?
· Are we growing spiritually?

· Are we walking the walk?

What message does your church convey concerning redemption and relationship with Christ?

· Too many churches have lost their way.

· Some have withdrawn from the world and have become irrelevant, unable or unwilling to confront culture with the genuine gospel.

· Some emphasize activities and programs above discipleship.

· Or entertainment above transformation.

One survey determined only 17% of Protestant churchgoers in America;

· Demonstrate a “decent” level of spiritual maturity.

· Churches need to remove clutter that detracts from Christ and His purpose for the church.

· They need to keep their message focused on Christ.

· To help members grow in Christ.

· To strengthen member’s walks with Christ.

· Today’s lesson will help us contribute to the effort to keep Christ at the center of our church.

Our 1st Scripture text is Colossians 1: 24-27 (What Is Our Message?):

HCSB 24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for you, and I am completing in my flesh what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for His body, that is, the church. 25 I have become its servant, according to God’s administration that was given to me for you, to make God’s message fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to His saints. 27 God wanted to make known among the Gentiles the glorious wealth of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
As Christ’s servant with the main task of taking the gospel to the Gentiles;

· Paul endured sufferings v24.

· He encountered opposition from Jews and Gentiles.
· As he wrote, he was under house arrest in Rome.

Paul was convinced he was completing in his flesh what was lacking in Christ’s afflictions for His body…the church v24;

· Paul was not asserting Christ’s death on the cross was insufficient for redemption.

· Paul identified his afflictions with Christ’s sufferings.

· In his union with Christ, pain inflicted on him was pain inflicted on Christ.

· Paul referred to the pain and sacrifice involved in building up the church.

· Christ’s atoning death made possible the creation of the church, His redeemed people.

· What remained was serving Christ by serving the church.

To Paul, the church (totality of believers) is “the body of Christ” (1Cor. 12: 27);

· Made up of Christians with diverse spiritual gifts to be used in the church ministry.

· All believers are interrelated and mutually dependent with vital functions within the body.

· Christ’s body, the church, is not an organization but a living organism.

· Unified and coordinated, infused with Christ’s resurrection power, the Christian community extends His ministry to people who need His love and grace.
God had called or commissioned Paul to be the church’s servant v25;

· He was aware of his personal responsibility to serve the Colossian church and all other communities of faith.

· In God’s plan, Paul was made a steward (manager) in God’s household-the church.

· Paul’s primary responsibility was to make God’s message fully known v25.

What is your church’s first priority?

· Churches do well to evaluate their priorities and the message they communicate to lost people who desperately need the good news of salvation in Christ.

Paul referred to the gospel as “the mystery hidden for ages and generations” v26

· The word “mystery” conveyed the idea of something once hidden but now “revealed”

· People of earlier times did not understand completely God’s intention to provide redemption in Christ for all people.

Paul described God’s extravagant offer of grace in Christ in terms of Christ’s indwelling presence in believers;

· His abiding presence assured Gentile believers they were included in God’s saving purpose.

· His presence gave solid confidence for the future;

· The hope of eternity in God’s immediate presence but also the reflection of His redemptive character in them.

· Believers can live with the confidence that Christ lives in them.

· His presence enables them to do His work effectively.

Our 2nd Scripture text is Colossians 1: 28-2:3 (Are We Growing Spiritually?):

HCSB 28 We proclaim Him, warning and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 I labor for this, striving with His strength that works powerfully in me.2:1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you, for those in Laodicea, and for all who have not seen me in person. 2 I want their hearts to be encouraged and joined together in love, so that they may have all the riches of assured understanding and have the knowledge of God’s mystery—Christ.[a] 3 All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Him. 
Paul stressed that he and his coworkers preached Christ as the source of salvation;

· The center of their message was Christ and His redemptive work available to everyone.

· They also warned believers to correct attitudes and behavior unbecoming for Christians.

· And instructed them by presenting truths that would help them grow spiritually.

What does being “mature” in Christ mean?

· Spiritual maturity is a process, a goal toward which believers move.

· We will not attain complete maturity until we enter God’s immediate presence in eternity.

· But we can and should grow and develop in our relationship with Christ.

· We become more spiritually mature as our commitment to Christ deepens

· Our obedience to Him increases

· And our lives progressively reflect His character.

Every believer’s goal should be spiritual maturity;

· To foster spiritual growth, church leaders should give high priority to training and nurturing Christians.

· What resource does your church offer to foster member’s spiritual maturity?

Doing the work of the church-Christ’s work;

· Requires a willingness to work hard and to sacrifice.

· We can labor effectively only when we receive the strength that comes from Christ.

Paul itemized three things in v2 he wanted for Christians in Colossae and Laodicea;

1. He wanted their hearts to be encouraged v2.

2. He wanted believers to be joined together in love.

· Only sacrificial, self-giving goodwill that acted in others’ best interests would create and sustain the unity the churches needed.

3. Paul wanted believers to have all the riches of assured understanding

False teachers in Colossae placed great emphasis on wisdom and knowledge as keys to salvation.

· Paul emphasized that Christ is the storehouse of real insight and recognition of truth about God.

Our last Scripture text is Colossians 2: 4-7 (Are We Walking the Walk?):

HCSB 4 I am saying this so that no one will deceive you with persuasive arguments. 5 For I may be absent in body, but I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see how well ordered you are and the strength of your faith in Christ.  6 Therefore, as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, overflowing with gratitude.
To counter false teacher’s misleading claims;
· Paul stressed Christ’s superior revelation of God and sufficiency for salvation.

· He did not want believers to be deceived by persuasive arguments v4.

· Deceive means to cheat by false reasoning.

· Persuasive arguments carries with idea of smooth speech that is long on style and short on truth or facts.

· Paul warned against flashy oratory that could draw believers away from true Christian doctrine.

Although Paul was absent in body;

· He was with the Colossian believers in spirit v5

· He meant that his thoughts were with them or that he longed to join them.

Using the first of four metaphors to characterize the Christian life;

· Paul urged believers to continue to walk (live) in Him v6

· In personal relationship with Him.

· To walk, as Christians involved all facets of life-attitudes, words, deeds, and relationships.

Recognize that receiving Christ transforms every aspect of life and conduct;

· Celebrate the change that occurred when you received Christ.
· In addition, evaluate ways you need to allow Christ to continue His transforming work in you.

· Believers should encourage one another in their pilgrimages with Christ.

· This requires us to warn others lovingly when their behavior does not reflect who they are in Christ.

To Walk Worthy

One of the greatest knights in medieval England was William Marshall.  He served faithfully under King Henry II from 1170 until the king’s death in 1189, including two years fighting with the crusaders in the Holy Land.  Marshall then served under Richard the Lion-Hearted during the 10 years of his reign.  When Richard died unexpectedly, Marshall supported John as the next king, even though many barons supported a rival.

In spite of Marshall’s support, however, John called him a traitor, took most of his land, held his two sons hostage, and tried to get him killed in a tournament.  Yet Marshall supported the king as his rightful lord in spite of this treatment.  Marshall supported John against Pope Innocent III and even supported his king against the barons’ rebellion that resulted in the Magna Carter.  Why?  Because Marshall had taken an oath of loyalty.
In the Middle Ages, treason against one’s lord was the worst crime.  Marshall’s oath of loyalty and his innate code of honor would not allow him to join the rebellion against his king. For Marshall to “walk worthy” was to live up to his word-and that meant support for the king even if the king were wrong.  We follow a King who is never wrong.  But sometimes it seems as if our loyalty wavers.  Why is that?

Prayer:

Lord may we each renew our confidence in and commitment to You as the center of Your church.

May we continue to grow spiritually and live our lives for You.
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