
February 5, 2012                                   Center of Everything                                     #246                                                                                                                        
1st lesson this month on the topic:  Christ the Center    
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about seeing Christ for who He really is and then seeing everything else in light of that reality.
How this lesson can impact your life: Understand who Christ is and what He has done, stand in awe of Him, and bow in submission to His authority.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Why Beliefs Matter” Colossians 1: 9-12; In our quest to understand and apply God’s will, serious Bible study is imperative.  God makes His power available as we seek to live the Christian life, and we need to live daily in His power.
2. “Who Christ Is” Colossians 1: 15-20; Our conviction that Christ is Lord of the universe motivates us to trust Him with every aspect of our lives.
3. “What Christ Has Done” Colossians 1: 13-14, 21-23; Because Christ gave His life to reconcile us to God, we must nurture our relationship with God.  Through faith in Christ, we are saved from enslavement to sin for living in ways that reflect His character.
How many of the nearly 7 billion people in the world do you know?

· How many do you think are Christians?

A report published in 2007 showed the number of believers/followers of 22 religions in the world;

· The six largest religions were:

· Christianity (2.1 billion).

· Islam (1.5 billion).

· Secular/Nonreligious/Agnostic/Atheist (1.1 billion)

· Hinduism (900 million).

· Chinese traditional religion (394 million).

· Buddhism (376 million).

· Smaller movements accounted for the rest.

All religions are efforts to satisfy the God-given yearning to know Him;

· God designed people to know Him through Jesus Christ.

· Without Christ, no matter what experiences, possessions, relationships, or activities a person has;

· Life is ultimately meaningless.

Christ is the creative Agent of God;

· The Lord of the universe;

· God’s Son in the flesh;

· And the Savior of all who believe.

· He is preeminent, unique, unrivaled, indispensable, and all-sufficient.
· Christ alone brings true, meaningful, eternal life.

· He alone is worthy of worship and obedience!

Our 1st Scripture text is in Colossians 1: 9-12 (Why Beliefs Matter):

HCSB 9 For this reason also, since the day we heard this, we haven’t stopped praying for you. We are asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, 10 so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, bearing fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge of God. 11 May you be strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for all endurance and patience, with joy 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the saints’ inheritance in the light.

Colossae was a declining textile center in the Roman province of Asia (Asia Minor);

· Epaphras, Paul’s coworker, probably first preached the gospel in Colossae and established the church.

· Paul did not know the Colossian believers personally (2:1).

Paul wrote to the Colossae church;

· To try to correct false teachings that denied Christ’s centrality and sufficiency.

· False teachers promoted a mixture of Jewish, Christian, and pagan practices, philosophies, and superstitions that undermined Christ’s supremacy.

· Their teaching reduced Christ to a partial revelation of God.

· Paul countered that all God’s “fullness” resided in Christ (1:19).

In 1: 3-8, Paul expressed gratitude for the letter’s recipients;

· He assured them of his prayers of thanksgiving for them and complimented their faith in Christ and love for other Christians (v 3-4).

· Paul acknowledged Epaphras’ role in preaching the gospel in Colossae;

· And commended him as Christ’s faithful minister on their behalf.

· Epaphras spoke highly of their love the Spirit prompted (v 5-8).

The phase “for this reason” refers to believer’s progress in faith and love v9;

· Because of their progress, Paul consistently prayed for them.

· Paul prayed that they “may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will” v9

· The passive “be filled” points to God as the supplier of knowledge.

Comprehending God’s will and applying divinely given wisdom;

· Enables believers to “walk worthy of the Lord” v10

· The term “walk” means “live” with the idea of direction and progress.

· Christians’ lifestyles should reflect Christ’s character and honor Him.

“Pleasing” implies being compliant or obedient v10;

· In the process believers will produce good works.

· Lives that reflect Christ’s character and please Him also will issue in increased knowledge of God.

Our simply knowing God’s will is not what pleases Him;

· Rather, being filled with (controlled by) that knowledge results in actions that please Him.

· Believers who are growing spiritually seek to understand and do God’s will in every situation.

God’s continuous supply of strength produces 3 qualities necessary for Christian faithfulness to Christ;

· 1.  “Endurance” means “to remain under” in the sense of bearing up under a load.

· Of persevering in the face of difficulty.

· 2.  “Patience” literally is “long-suffering”

· It has the sense of bearing with others

· Of not allowing their hurtful acts and words to produce bitterness.

· 3.  “Joy” basically is confident assurance of being held in God’s grace

· No matter what transpires.

· Each quality flows from a close relationship with God in which He brings His power into play.

Believers’ steady confidence will issue in continuous gratitude to God, our Father;

· Through faith in Christ, we became members of God’s family of faith.

· And can approach Him as our compassionate Father.

· Through Christ, God “enabled” the Colossian Christians “to share in the saints’ inheritance in the light” v12

· “Enabled” means “to make competent, to qualify”
· “Saints” refers to people who through faith are set apart for Christ’s service and for holy living.

· The phrase “in the light” indicates the sphere of God’s rule (kingdom) in contrast to the sphere dominated by evil or darkness.

Our 2nd Scripture text is in Colossians 1: 15-20 (Who Christ Is):

HCSB 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For everything was created by Him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and by Him all things hold together. 18 He is also the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He might come to have first place in everything. 19 For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile everything to Himself by making peace 
through the blood of His cross—whether things on earth or things in heaven.
Paul declared that Christ was the visible manifestation and expression (image) of “the invisible God” v15;
· He was God’s perfect revelation of Himself.

· As God made visible in human flesh, Christ was “the firstborn over all creation” 

“Before all things” emphasizes Christ’s preexistence v17;

· At no point did He come into being;

· He was present before time began.

· He sustains the whole created order.

· The only way to make sense out of life is to understand that Christ is the key.

· Because He is Lord of the universe;

· We can trust Him with every aspect of our lives.

Christ is Lord of the universe and of His “body, the church” v18;

· The Greek word translated “head” conveys the senses of source and authority.

· Christ gives life to the church and directs it toward realizing His purpose.

· “Church” refers to all believers in Christ, not to a local congregation.

· “Body” depicts the church as a living, dynamic organism under Christ’s lordship.

· Believers acknowledge His authority by obeying His commands.

God’s purpose in making Himself known fully in Christ;

· Was “to reconcile everything to Himself” v20.

· God took the initiative to remove the sin barrier that separated people from Him so they could relate to Him through grace.

· Christ’s atoning death made possible reconciliation (a saving relationship) and redemption (liberation from sin).

· The term “blood” refers to Christ’s giving His life for sinners v20.

Christians have no reason to be intimidated by people who;
· Belittle or scoff at the gospel’s exclusive claims.

· Neither should we water down the gospel’s claims about Christ to accommodate the cultural mind-set.

· Our consistent message in that Christ is supreme-the center of everything!

Our last Scripture text is is Colossians 1: 13-14, 21-23 (What Christ Has Done):

HCSB 13 He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son He loves. 14 We have redemption, the forgiveness of sins, in Him. 21 Once you were alienated and hostile in your minds because of your evil actions. 22 But now He has reconciled you by His physical body through His death, to present you holy, faultless, and blameless before Him— 23 if indeed you remain grounded and steadfast in the faith and are not shifted away from the hope of the gospel that you heard. This gospel has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and I, Paul, have become a servant of it.

God “rescued” believers “from the domain of darkness” v13;

· “The domain of darkness” was the realm or sphere dominated by evil in which believers once were enslaved.

· In His mercy, God “transferred” believers “into the kingdom of His Son” v13

· He removed them from sin’s rule and placed them under Christ’s benevolent lordship.

Paul reminded the Colossian Christians of their desperate plight before they received the gospel;

· Once, in their ongoing state of paganism;

· They were shut out of fellowship with God (alienated) v21

· And were His enemies by their own determined purpose (hostile in…minds) v21

· The phrase “because of your evil actions” literally is “in your evil works.”

· The Colossians’ pagan practices were outward evidences of their separation from God.

Paul contrasted the Colossian believers’ former state to their present relationship with Christ;

· Once they lived apart from God;

· But now they were reconciled to (brought into relationship with) Him because of Christ’s atoning death on the cross for them v22.

· The phase “by His physical body” emphasized Jesus’ true humanity and the stark reality of His suffering.

As believers, we must nurture our relationship with God by;

· Thanking Him consistently for all we have received in Christ.

· Also, we must remember that Christ saved us to make us holy;

· So we are to live as the people He saved us to be.

· Genuine believers remained “grounded and steadfast in the faith”

Paul identified the gospel as the good news Epaphras had preached;

· The true good news in contrast to the false teachings at Colossae.

· Paul had received, believed, and “become a servant of” the gospel.

· He intended his emphasis to inspire believers to remain faithful to it.

The Invisible God
Most religions in the ancient world worship gods represented by idols.  Yet the God of the Bible refuses to be represented by an idol of any kind; He commanded that His people not make “any graven image” (Ex. 20:4).  When the Romans first occupied Palestine, some officers entered the Holy of Holies in the temple and were dismayed that there was no image there.  Because there was no idol present, they concluded that these Jews did not worship any God at all and thus were atheists.

Today many people doubt God’s existence because they cannot see Him.  Yet in other areas of life we readily accept what we cannot see.  We cannot see carbon monoxide, but we know that this gas can be lethal.  We cannot see love, but we feel its presence and power.  We cannot see radio waves, but that does not stop us from tuning in our favorite stations.  Even though all these things are invisible, we still order our lives around them because we know they are real.

God too is real.  And Jesus is the image of God.  That means that what we see in Jesus is a picture of what God is like.  The apostle John tells us that no one has even see God, except as God’s Son has revealed Him (John 1:18).  What a privilege to see Jesus in the pages of Scripture!

Prayer:

Lord, may all of us live in awe of You and reaffirm our confidence in and commitment to You as the “Center of Everything.”
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