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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Confront Casual Christianity
 1st Week: “Live Your Faith”; The relationship between faith and obedience.  It established the basis for confronting casual Christianity.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about handling the trials of life.  In times of adversity, Christians can delight in God’s goodness and have joyful confidence in the outcome of their trials.
How this lesson can impact your life: Know that God is working in your life even during difficult trials, and respond to adversity by exercising faith in God and seeking wisdom from Him.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “We Have Reason to Rejoice”; We can measure God’s working in our lives not by His delivering us from trials, but by the long-term effect trials have on us.  We can rejoice that God uses our trials to help us grow toward maturity.
2. “Divine Wisdom Is Available”; We can ask and trust God for wisdom to know how to respond to trials.
3. “God Is Good All the Time”; We need never doubt God’s goodness regardless of adverse circumstances.  We are to accept responsibility for our spiritual failures and never blame God for them.
We are a nation of “trial junkies;”

· We have an entire TV channel called “Court TV.”

· We are fascinated by high profile trials that headline our news.

· Most go on for weeks or months as we anticipate the verdict.

· Finally the results are announced, and if guilty, we await the sentencing.

· These trials of course are usually criminal trials of various people.
Think for a moment of our lesson today;

· About “trials” we experience in our daily lives.

· Sometimes we ask God why He is mad at us.

· Why He has allowed this particular “trial” to happen to us.

· What we have done to deserve it.

· Some view trials as God’s way of punishing them.

We all need to take a fresh look at what God inspired James to write about trials in today’s lesson;

· Trials are an important part of life.

· Experiencing them is neither easy nor pleasant.

· If we look at our trials from a biblical perspective it will give us reasons to celebrate.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (We Have Reason to Rejoice) James 1: 2-4.  Listen to what testing of our faith produces.

What exactly is a trial?

· Something that puts us to the test.

James, Chapter 1 speaks of two kinds of trials;

· First: tests from without, such as persecution.

· Second: tests from within, such as temptation.

· Life’s trials lead us either to turn toward or away from God.

· The First response strengthens faith

· The Second plunges us into temptation and sin.

James knew believers were experiencing trials that tested their faith;

· Trials in the form of persecution.

· Both Jews and Gentiles were incensed at Christians claiming Jesus is the only way of salvation.

· They were mad about them refusing to worship other gods.

Notice in verse 2 that James urged “great joy” in response to trials;

· He did not deny or make light of the distress.

· Instead, he offered encouragement.

· Trials in themselves are not a reason for joy.

· But they provide opportunity for spiritual growth, which is a reason for joy.

As God’s children, we can face trials as a result of our faithfulness to Christ;

· When we quote Jesus’ words in John 14:6 “No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

· The world screams that we are bigoted and narrow-minded.

· Often we become object of ridicule when we refuse to “go-along” with worldly practices.

In verse 3, “knowing” indicates something James learned from personal experience;

· James had faced persecutions and had learned to remain faithful.

· He wrote that “the testing of your faith produces endurance.
· Endurance meaning patience, steadfastness, and fortitude.

· It enables believers to keep on keeping on in faith regardless of the circumstances.

· It enables us to “hang in there” even when we feel like quitting.

Endurance itself is not the ultimate goal for us;

· Endurance enables us to become mature and complete.

· Crumbling in under trials cripples spiritual growth.

· Being “mature and complete” indicate being fully developed in character and spiritual insight.

· God wants us increasingly to think, act, and react as did Jesus.

· Since trials are part of the process that leads to spiritual growth, trials are indeed a reason for celebration.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Divine Wisdom is Available) James 1: 5-11.  Listen to what we should do if we lack wisdom.

Most of us when we encounter a trial;

· Pray for it to be quickly removed or resolved.

· James said we should pray for wisdom so we don’t waster an opportunity for spiritual growth.

· God’s gift of wisdom to us enables us to make decisions based on His Word.

· It enables us to see situations from a divine viewpoint.

· To go on with hope when the going is the toughest.

James did not say trials give us wisdom;

· But rather they reveal our need to seek God’s wisdom.

· He will give us wisdom to work our way through trials in ways that are beneficial for all concerned.

· We receive wisdom for facing life’s trials by regularly asking God for it.

In verse 5 the words “gives to all generously and without criticizing” encourage us to pray;
· God is gracious and giving by nature.

· He neither blames, ignores, nor fusses at us for asking for His help.

· He always hears and will answer our prayers for wisdom.

The only requirement God makes for asking is that we “ask in faith without doubting” v6;

· This faith is a trusting reliance on God and His Word.

· Those who doubt are indecisive, wavering between belief and disbelief, trust and distrust.

The doubting person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord (v7);

· This does not mean the loving Father would never bless them at all.

· But that they could not count on their prayers for wisdom or anything else to be answered.

· Some of us may have had life-shattering situations that caused us to question God’s love.

· Such questions do not mean we have no faith.

· It may mean we need to ask God to strengthen our faith.

In verse 9 James gives us counsel about how to face two kinds of financial trials;

1. Poverty

· “Humble circumstances” is to be poor or to have a low social standing.

· Humble can mean lowly, insignificant, powerless, or poor.

· James did not mean that impoverished believers were lazy or poor managers of their finances.

· James wanted the poor believer to meet their trial of poverty by boasting in the exaltation they have in Christ. v9
2. Wealth

· The rich also face a test of faith.

· That test is whether they will trust their wealth or God.

· Being well off can lead us to adopt an attitude of self-sufficiency/superiority.
· Rich believers are to boast in their humiliation. v10

· Riches offer a false sense of security.

· The wealthy are no more secure than fields of lush grass or a lovely flower. v11

When we ask God for wisdom;

· We can maintain a godly perspective on money.

· We can avoid the pitfalls of becoming bitter in poverty or trusting in riches.

· As we remain faithful to the Lord, we will find our greatest joy in our relationships with God and with brothers and sisters in Christ.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (God is Good All the Time) James 1: 12-18.  Listen to how each of us is tempted.

Some people view trials as a curse;

· James assured believers that the person who endures trials with faith is blessed.

· God’s pouring out His unending favor and constant goodness is a blessing for all of us if we are faithful to Him. v12
· Our faith endures trials and we pass the test. v12

· By enduring trials we demonstrate that our faith and love for the Lord is real.

James warns us about a common idea about trials and temptations;

· “No one undergoing a trial should say, I am being tempted by God” v13

· When we yield to temptations we may try to cast blame elsewhere.

· We may blame other people, situations, or our worldly society.

· Doing this is our subtle way of blaming God.

God is not tempted by evil v13;

· He hates all sin.

· His holiness and righteousness make Him incapable of being tempted.

· He will never do wrong, nor will He ever wrong us.

· God does allow us to be tested, but He does not test us with evil intent.
· God uses trials to develop Christian character in each of us.

We alone are responsible for our sins;

· We are drawn away and enticed by our inward evil desires. v14

· Our temptations rise from within ourselves, from our sinful nature.

We make a choice when an evil desire rises within us;

· We choose either to turn from it or to turn toward it.

· We choose to resist temptation or to yield to it.

· To obey God or to disobey.

· We choose; we are responsible, not God.

Evil desire gives birth to sin, and sin gives birth to death v15;

· We are all sinners by nature.

· Our sins can be forgiven in Christ, but

· All sins have consequences.

· Sin damages our relationships with God and other people.

· It destroys our Christian testimony.

· It kills our joy and drowns us in misery.

James gives us two truths that each of us need to remember;

1. “Every generous act and every perfect gift is from above.” v17

· Generous act refers to the way God grants His perfect gifts.

2. God does not change.
· He never changes at all.

· He continues to give only good gifts to His children

· Genuinely good gifts come only from God.

James made three observations about the “new birth” v18;

1. By His own choice, God gave us a new birth.

· He could have chose to destroy all of sinful humanity

· But instead chose to redeem all who would receive His Son.

2. God give this new birth by the message of truth.

· That message is the gospel.

· All of us are to deliver that message to those who need it.

3. The purpose of this new birth is that we would be the firstfruits of His creatures.

· In the OT firstfruits referred to the 1st portion of the harvest given as an offering to God.

· This represented the anticipated harvest to come.

· Each of us should also anticipate the harvest to come as we deliver His message to others.

Trials in our lives will continue to come to us in all shapes and sizes;

· We need to remain faithful.

· To ask God for wisdom.

· To trust His goodness no matter what happens.

· By our faith we need to “Celebrate our trials!”

Costly Desires
Would you like to travel the world over, but not have to eat any “strange” food or sleep in a stranger’s bed every night?  You say you want the comforts of home but still want to see exotic sights?  When we want our desires to be fulfilled without the normal cost that comes with that fulfillment, usually there’s not much help.

But some of us keep trying.  How about the possibility of visiting cities around the world, sleeping in our own bed every night, eating our customary diet while doing so, and never having to pay the penalty of discomfort to our travels?  Now it can be done!  The World of Residen Sea, a new cruise ship launched in 2002, is an ocean-going condominium with 110 units ranging from 1,100 to 3,200 square feet each.  You may cook in our own kitchen and eat on your own terrace, or you can patronize one of the four restaurants on board.  All this for only $2 million to $6.8 million!

Most of us don’t have desires as grand as that, but what we do want gives us trouble when we don’t want to pay the price.  When what we want is wrong and the price is too high, James says, “Don’t blame God, it’s your own fault!”  When we allow evil desires to be incubated in our hearts, we should not be surprised that the price is more that we want to pay!

Prayer:

Lord give us strength and grace to endure trials.

To see them as opportunities to grow in our faith and love for You.
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