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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Going Right in a Culture Gone Wrong   
1st Week: “Thriving in a Fast-Food Culture” This lesson was about God’s call to align ourselves with Christ, and we can do so as we avoid those things that harm us physically and practice a healthy lifestyle for His honor.
2nd Week:  “Seeking Purity in a Sensual Culture” A lesson about living pure lives by being imitators of God and walking in His love, light, and wisdom.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about God valuing life and so should we.
How this lesson can impact your life: Show respect for others by treating them as God sees them and values them.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “God Values Us” Psalm 139: 1-6; God knows, cares for, and values us-even when we make sinful choices.  We can find forgiveness and restoration through Christ.
2. “God Has a Plan for Us” Psalm 139: 13-16; We can join with like-minded believers to help build a culture of life because every human life has value.  Every human being, born or unborn, deserves the equal protection of the law.
3. “God Is with Us” Psalm 139: 17-18; As God’s representatives, Christians can express His presence as we minister to those who hurt or feel devalued.
Today is sanctity of human life Sunday.
· We are to care for people 365 days a year.

· Today’s lesson will give us a glimpse into God’s heart which should transform our own hearts to value and care for all human life.

The word “expendable” is in the title of our lesson for today.  What is the definition of “expendable?”

· Not worth preserving

· Not really necessary

· Can be sacrificed for the sake of an objective.

· Of little significance when compared to an overall purpose, and therefore able to be abandoned.

What does our culture today treat as “expendable?”

· Abortion

· Euthanasia

· Violence

· Abuse

· Many in our culture feel justified in throwing away anything or anyone that does not benefit them personally.

Our culture’s selfish nature often drives decision-making;

· Many believe the lie that convenience trumps sacrifice.

· This mind-set has led to court-imposed abortion on demand.

· Efforts to legalize assisted suicide, and more.

· As a result, our culture cheapens human life and terminates millions of precious unborn lives.

Our 1st Scripture text is Psalm 139: 1-6 (God Values Us):

HCSB 1 LORD, You have searched me and known me. 2 You know when I sit down and when I stand up; 
You understand my thoughts from far away. 3 You observe my travels and my rest; You are aware of all my ways. 4 Before a word is on my tongue, You know all about it, LORD. 5 You have encircled me; 
You have placed Your hand on me. 6 This extraordinary knowledge is beyond me. It is lofty; I am unable to reach it.
The opening statement serves as the psalm’s theme;

· David knew that God’s knowledge penetrated into every aspect of his life;

· So he made no attempt to hide anything from the Lord v1

· From David’s perspective, God had scoured every detail of his life and thus knew him intimately.

David did not mean to imply that God searched him to gain knowledge about him.

· David was convinced that God has so thoroughly known him.

· David laid bare his innermost heart for inspection.

· He recognized the absolute depth of God’s knowledge of himself in particular and of all people in general.

· God pried into the most secret corners of David’s heart.
· At no time did God not already know his deepest secrets.

Most of us understand this truth about God.

· However, many of us attempt to operate on two levels.

· While we understand intellectually that God knows everything about us;

· On a day-to-day level, we live as if we can keep secrets from Him.

· Perhaps we fear that if God knew everything about us, He would reject us and judge us.

· We have difficulty comprehending that God can know the truth about us and accept us anyway.

God knows every move we make;

· And He understands everything we think-even before we think it!

· He still loves us.

· God knows where we go because He sifts through everything in our lives.

David knew firsthand about strategic battle plans and how to surround a city;

· He could have felt trapped by God’s knowledge of his every thought, word, and deed.

· However, instead of feeling hamstrung by God’s presence;

· David expressed the positive idea of the Lord’s comforting and protecting hand.

Blown away by God’s extraordinary knowledge v6;

· David declared he could not reach it v6

· He could not begin to understand, much less describe, the depth of God’s personal knowledge of his every action, of his every thought, and of his every need.

Many of us have not learned to see God as David saw Him;

· He saw God as One who knows, cares for, and values people;

· Even though they sin greatly against Him.

· By misunderstanding the greatness of God’s knowledge, we might feel hemmed in by God and anticipate harsh judgment and miss out on the loving presence of His closeness.

· Don’t run from God; run to Him!

· He desires a relationship with you and to bless you with all heaven has to offer.

Our 2nd Scripture text is Psalm 139: 13-16 (God Has a Plan for Us):

HCSB 13 For it was You who created my inward parts; You knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I will praise You because I have been remarkably and wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, 
and I know this very well. 15 My bones were not hidden from You when I was made in secret, when I was formed in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw me when I was formless; all my days were written in Your book and planned before a single one of them began.
The psalmist came to realize that God gave him life;
· And began to work in his life prior to his birth.

· He stated his understanding of God’s intimate involvement in his life.

· God, and no one else, created him v13

The Hebrew word translated “created” meant “to purchase” or “to buy”

· So the psalmist pictured God as the artisan who purchased the material that made up his innermost parts and interwove them together.

· God had put his parts together, as one who weaves cloth or makes a basket.

Few things touch the sanctity of human life more than the practice of abortion.

· As believers, we should speak out against taking the lives of unborn babies.

· Each time an abortion occurs, a life God created comes to a profoundly tragic ending.

The Bible prods us to consider the origin of human life as God sees it;

· And to worship Him for what He does in the womb.

· We should respond with holy caution and with unwavering respect for the preborn because God has placed His stamp of approval upon every human being.

· Since God never teeters on the subject of the sanctity of life;

· We need to recognize and respect the inherent dignity of every human life from conception until death.

Rather than seeing every human being as God’s individual, living masterpieces;

· Our culture considers unwanted pregnancies as unformed blobs of tissue.

· According to the Bible, we cannot view human conception as an accidental process but as an intentional one.

· The modernist may look at the human form as a machine, a mere collection of cells, or a consequence of random forces.

· We should see every life as a work of God and know that He will continue to work on each of His masterpieces, not just at conception but throughout life.

God makes every person according to His plan;

· Let us affirm that God has a plan for everyone, including the weak and vulnerable.

· Humans need not prove their moral worth by demonstrating self-awareness or a certain level of cognitive ability.

· Neither scientific progress nor the desire to help others can justify the sacrifice of any human being’s life or inherent dignity.

· We should urge all people to value and protect life at all stages.

Our last Scripture text is Psalm 139: 17-18 (God Is with Us):

HCSB 17 God, how difficult Your thoughts are for me to comprehend; how vast their sum is! 
18 If I counted them, they would outnumber the grains of sand; when I wake up, I am still with You.

Not only does God know us completely;

· He also thinks about us constantly.

· He knows everything about us-and He still loves us!

· He sees our entire life from the very beginning, even before we start growing in the womb.

· He knows all about our every sin and moral compromise;

· Yet He fixes His heart on us and thinks about us all the time.

As David attempted to comprehend God’s thoughts for him;

· He became overwhelmed v17

· God’s thoughts included His plans and purposes from eternity past continuing throughout eternity future.

God’s vast greatness might keep some people from seeking His presence;

· Especially as they deal with past sins or hurts.
· Many have believed Satan’s lie that they are too insignificant and unworthy for God to love them.

· We can encourage others to come to Christ as we show them grace and speak forgiveness into the lives of those who have made mistakes.

· As God’s representatives, Christians can express His presence as we minister to those who hurt or feel devalued.

David confessed the futility of counting God’s thoughts for him because;

· They would outnumber the grains of sand v18

· God’s thoughts for each individual continue infinitely though creation

When David drifted off to sleep;

· He pondered God’s thoughts for him and then awoke, still absorbed in contemplating God’s awesomeness.

· This became David’s daily habit; to meditate on God’s incomprehensible love for him and to wake up to discover fresh matter for admiration v18.

We can help believers adopt the psalmist’s view of human life;

· Rather than settling for our culture’s tragic devaluing of life.

· How did we come to this place?

· How have we fallen so far?

· How have we come to have such a low view of ourselves?

We can find a simple answer;

· We lost sight of ourselves when we lost sight of God.

· He gives us life, and He gives us purpose.

· God gives us dignity.

· Those who take God out of the equation see nothing left but meaninglessness and purposeless life-a mass of cells and tissue.

He Knows His Children

A 6-year-old girl vanished in 1986 while playing hide-and-seek in the yard of her home.  Seventeen years later, a woman called the little girl’s parents, saying that she was the long-lost daughter.  Of course, the parents’ hopes for a joyful reunion skyrocketed.  Over the next few days the “lost daughter” talked to the police and news media, sometimes pretending that she was yet another person corroborating the story.
Then the story fell apart, shattering the parents’ hopes.  The perpetrator of the hoax admitted her guilt, but pleaded mental illness and was sentenced to 18 months in prison.  During the trial, her mental condition was described as predisposing her to a compulsion to perpetrate “grand hoaxes” for the attention these would gain her.  It turned out that her list of previous illegal activities in several states included crank calls, false fire alarms, bad checks, bomb threats, and stolen credit cards.

In this tragic case of evil people (not the daughter herself) inflicted the pain of loss not once but twice.  In our case it is we who inflict the pain of loss on God each time we accept the enemy’s enticements and run away from Him.  But God knows His children.  If they wander, He still knows who they are, why they are gone, and where they are.  If we try to return to Him in pretense, He is not fooled.  But neither is His love for us dimmed when we return in complete repentance.  What a steadfast love!

Prayer:

Lord, help us live with reverence for the sanctity of human life, and help us make our stand clear.
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