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1st lesson this month on the topic:  Stepping up to Serve
What this lesson is about:  God provides His followers with opportunities to step up and serve Him.  Nehemiah became aware of an opportunity and began to take advantage of it.
How this lesson can impact your life:  Become aware of and begin pursuing opportunities to step up and serve the Lord.
Our Lesson theme this month is “Stepping up to Serve”;

· 1st week:   “Be Aware”

· 2nd week:  “Prepare”

· 3rd week:  “Don’t Despair”

· 4th week:  “Clear the Air”

· 5th week:  “Hang in There”

We will be studying the book of Nehemiah this month;

· Nehemiah is not generally considered a major Bible personality

· He was not a prophet, an apostle, or a full time religious worker

· He was a government official and a builder

· He was willing to step up and serve the Lord

· He was a “cupbearer” (tasted the King’s food/wine to make sure it was not poisoned)

We will be looking at the answers to several questions about Nehemiah this month;

· Why did he step up and serve the Lord?

· How did he achieve his task?

· What obstacles did he face?

· How did he persevere (remember that word from a previous lesson?)
· How did he complete the task?

Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Look for the Need”; believers can ask Jesus to help them be aware of needs.
2. “Look for the Reason”; confessing our sins helps us remember our dependency on God.  God honors the persistent prayers of His people as they humble themselves before Him.
3. “Look for the Possibility”; the better we know God’s Word, the better we understand the situations of our day and the better we will know how to pray.
Many believing adults today are faithful in church;

· They attend regularly

· They tithe

· They live generally moral lives

God also wants His children to;

· Step up and serve Him in other ways

· To step up in the midst of need

· To be challenged to go farther despite overwhelming odds

· To undertake a new area or level of service to Him.

God desires from each of us;
· Intentional, focused service

· A passion that doesn’t surrender at the first sign of opposition

· He wants us to step up to a new level 

· He wants each of us to persevere through to the completion of the task He gives us

Aware (definition);

· Watchful, wary; having or showing realization, perception, or knowledge

Ask any adult today what is wrong in the world;

· You will hear a list of real or perceived problems

· International terrorism

· Disrespectful children

· World hunger

· The economy

Ask those same adults what they can do about the very problem they identified;

· They usually answer “What can I do?”
· I’m only one person

· The problem is so big

· I am not in a position to influence it

God is looking for individuals today who, as Nehemiah, will step up to serve Him;

· Individuals who see beyond the need

· Individuals who see the source of the problem

· Individuals who believe they can solve it

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Look for the Need) Nehemiah 1: 1-3.

Listen to what Nehemiah did to discover a need of which he had been unaware (He asked questions)

These three verses provide us with the basic information found in a story;
· Who-when-where-what-and why

Nehemiah first indentifies the “who” and the author of this book;

· He states in v1 that these are the words from Nehemiah, son of Hacaliah (Hack-uh-LYE-uh)

· He tells us about Hanani (huh NAY nigh), one of his brothers

· He tells also of “certain men of Judah” that came with his brother v2
He tells us “when” this event occurred;

· The month of Chislev (KISS lehv) was the 9th month of the Jewish calendar and typically falls in our November or December timeframe

· The twentieth year is the reference to the reign of King Artaxerxes (Are-tuh-ZERK-seez) the first, Persia’s king

Then he describes the “where” of this story;

· The city of Susa (SOO-suh) describes the winter residence of Persian kings

The “what” is the most important part of the beginning of this story;

· Nehemiah asked questions to them about Jerusalem v2

· Nehemiah wondered how the city of God was faring

Hanani’s response proved less than encouraging;

· He described the great affliction (trouble) and reproach (disgrace) those in Judah were experiencing v3

· Jerusalem’s wall remained broken down ( a dangerous situation for the security of the people)
· The gates remained in cinders (burned by fire) v3

· This news broke Nehemiah’s heart

Now we look for the “why” in this story;

· Enemies of God’s people wrote a letter to King Artaxerxes encouraging him to stop the Jews from rebuilding the city and its walls (Ezra 4: 7-16)

· The King ordered the work to stop on the rebuilding of Jerusalem

Christians today must be aware (like Nehemiah) of the conditions of the people around us and their needs;

· We cannot limit our sensitivity to people’s needs to just those of our own families, friends, or acquaintances

· Our concern must take on a broader, even global awareness

Awareness (our lesson topic today) of a problem comprises the 1st step toward real action;

· We need to step up to serve where God calls us

· We need to read our local papers to keep aware of community issues and needs

· We need to be aware of the most immediate needs of people in our church-city-state-country-world
Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Look for the Reason) Nehemiah 1: 4-7.
Listen to how Nehemiah expressed his concern about Jerusalem (answer in v4)

Nehemiah “sat down and wept” when he heard the news of Jerusalem from his brother;

· His beloved city lay in virtual ruins

· A disgrace to its citizens

· He mourned for a number of days 

Nehemiah was determined to do more than mourn and weep;

· He spent time fasting and praying

· He wanted to draw himself closer to God

Nehemiah addressed the Lord God of heaven with great fervor and passion (v5);

· He sensed the future of God’s people was at stake

· His prayer revealed both the depth of his concern and his relationship with his living God

Nehemiah acknowledged God’s character;

· The God he worshiped was great and awe-inspiring v5

· Nehemiah pleaded for God to turn His attention to His people

· He prayed both day and night v6

· He confessed his and the people’s sins v6

Believers today should pray like Nehemiah;

· Persistent, repeated process of intercession and humility before God

· In God’s perfect timing He will reveal His plans for our lives

· He will give us His grace so we can step us to serve Him faithfully
I mentioned at the start of this lesson that Nehemiah was a layman;

· He was not a professional minister or member of the clergy

· He was not a priest or prophet

· He was a government official who later became a builder (future lesson)

· He had the character and qualities of a truly godly man

· He is an example for all believers

· God expects no less of any believer than he does of others

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Look for the Possibility) Nehemiah 1: 8-11.  Listen to what Nehemiah prayed for (v11 success).

Nehemiah called on God to “remember” His command to His servant Moses;
· He knew God was faithful to His promises

· Even though those promises had come centuries earlier

God had warned that the people’s unfaithful attitudes and actions would lead to their exile v8;

· God asked His people to carefully keep his commandments

· Obedience provides God with the clearest evidence of genuine repentance

God’s power to save and restore His people did not depend on how far away they were banished;

· He would go to the ends of the earth to gather them v9

Nehemiah concluded his prayer;

· He asked God to let His ear be attentive v11

· He wanted God to rescue Jerusalem from its disgrace

· To restore His people

Nehemiah also asked God for personal success;

· He prayed for a answer “this day” v11

· His answer did not come for 4 months

· He wanted to be ready when God was ready

Nehemiah was familiar with God’s Word;

· This helped him know even better how to pray

· He probably didn’t have a clear idea of how God might use him

· He knew that where God had placed him that God might use him to help the situation in Jerusalem

· Nehemiah stepped up to serve God because he was aware of a problem he felt he could fix

Today, all of us need to step up and serve;

· We need to be “aware” of the needs around us

· We need to recognize that God is faithful to help us help others

How would you describe your awareness of the needs of others?

· What can you do to increase your awareness?

Plan and Act

While heading Montgomery Ward & Company, Sewell Avery was responsible for leading Ward’s to amass $607 million dollars in cash.  His plan?  Avoid risk.  Get all you can, can all you get, sit on the can!

Avery’s cash accumulation plan was Montgomery Ward’s most monumental mistake.  This huge cash reserve earned the retailer a dubious Wall Street nickname: “the bank with the department store front.”  From 1941 to 1957, during his reign as CEO, Ward’s failed to open a single new store.

Why didn’t Avery join in the nation’s postwar expansion by following Americans to the suburbs?  He was afraid of uncertain circumstances.  He believed that a depression had followed every major war since the time of Napoleon.

On the other side of Chicago, Ward’s rival, Sears, Roebuck & Company, had a different idea.  Sears took a risk and in 1946 began a costly expansion into suburbia.  Sears’ bold plan doubled its revenues.  Sears never looked back and Ward’s never caught up.  In fact, in 1997 it went bankrupt.

Hearing of the situation in Jerusalem, Nehemiah had good reason to be cautious and to sit tight.  The times were uncertain.  But he was bold.  He was willing to act in spite of uncertainty.  He prayed long and hard, and determined a course of action, and then he went to the king.  And the king granted him his desire, as Nehemiah himself put it, because “the gracious hand of my God was upon me.”

Make God your planning partner and count on him for success.

Prayer:
Lord, help us to be sensitive to the needs about which we should pray and act.
Grant us wisdom for our planning and strength for our doing.
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