May 24, 2009                         Barnabas:  Encouraging Others                                  #105                                                                                                                            
4th lesson this month on the topic:  Profiles in Character
1st Week:  “Barzillai: Growing Old Gracefully”; how we are suppose to help people when we can; realistically evaluate our capacities; be a champion for the next generation; and leave behind a good memory
2nd Week:  “Hannah: Ideals of Motherhood”; godly mothers praise the Lord for what He has done and will do; godly mothers see God’s hand in the lives of their children
3rd Week:  “Abigail:  Living With a Difficult Husband”; how we need to recognize when we are in a difficult relationship; asking God to help us in dealing with the difficult relationship; trusting God to give us the strength to either continue, change, or make a new beginning of the situation.
What this lesson is about:  Barnabas was known as an encourager.  This lesson focuses on Barnabas’ encouragement of others, challenging believers to learn how to encourage others and become encouragers themselves.
How this lesson can impact your life:  Learn how you can encourage other believers and determine one action you will take to encourage another believer.
Our lesson outline today covers 4 topics:

1. “Be Generous”; We encourage others when we are generous with what the Lord has given us.
2. “Take Risks by Reaching Out to Others”; We encourage others when we are willing to take the risk of reaching out to others.
3. “Disciple Believers”; We encourage others when we give time and energy needed to disciple others and help them grow in their faith and commitment to Christ.
4. “Help People Learn About Christ”; We encourage others when we reach out to unbelievers to help them learn about Christ so they can believe in Him and experience God’s saving grace.

All of us need to be “encouraged”;
· Yet many people practice discouraging more than they practice encouraging

· Discouragers often ignore or discount the gifts, talents, and efforts of others

Rather than being know to be a discourager;

· As believers we should be known to always encourage others

· Today’s lesson in about Barnabas, who was an encourager

· In our lesson text titles today we learn at least 4 ways to encourage others

Today’s lesson is about Barnabas;

· He was one of the first to sell possessions to help the Christians in Jerusalem

· He was the first to travel with Paul as a missionary team

· He was an encourager, and one of the most influential people in the early days of Christianity

· He was called an apostle, but he was not one of the original 12

· He was a missionary and teacher

· His aunt was Mary

Encourage (definition);
· To attempt to persuade

· To spur on

· To give help or patronage to

Take a second and think of some of the encouragers in your life.

Think about what they provided you at a time when you needed it.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Be Generous) Acts 4: 36-37.

Listen to the meaning of Barnabas’ name.

In response to Peter’s Spirit-empowered sermon on the day of Pentecost;
· 3,000 people received Jesus

· The new converts devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayers (Acts 2:42) (not in our lesson text)

· Miracles were performed

· Believers joined in meeting one another’s needs

· Every day the Lord added to their numbers new people who were saved (2:47) (not in our lesson text)

Many people had needs;

· Some who had possessions and property sold them and gave the proceeds to the apostles

· These proceeds were then distributed to those with needs v35 (not in our lesson text)

At this point, Luke introduced Joseph;

· Who was a member of the priestly tribe of the Levites v36
· He was born on the island of Cyprus

· Luke explained that the apostles had named Joseph “Barnabas”, which means “son of encouragement” v36
Luke introduced Barnabas as an outstanding example of someone who cared enough to give of their means to help others;

· He told of Barnabas selling a field he owned and taking the proceeds to the apostles v37
· Barnabas was an example of a person that gave their resources because they have first given their hearts and lives to Jesus

Today, each of us will find it easier to be generous when we understand that all we have belongs to the Lord;

· Jesus’ mentioned in the Bible about a poor widow’s “two tiny coins (Mark 12:42) were more in God’s sight than all the money the others gave because of her attitude

· Our attitudes and our degree of sacrifice count far more than the monetary value of our gifts

How has the giving of others blessed you?

How have you, in turn, blessed others by your giving?

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Take Risks by Reaching Out to Others) Acts 9: 26-28.  Listen to why the disciples were afraid of Saul.

Saul led a crusade to get rid of all Christians whom he considered to be blasphemers and denied their Jewish faith;

· He journeyed to Damascus with papers authorizing him to imprison any Christian he found

· He was converted and struck blind when he was met by the risen Lord (v 1-9) (not in our lesson text)

· He was baptized and healed of his blindness

· After being healed and baptized he gave a positive witness for Jesus (Gal. 1:17)
· Saul returned to Damascus and preached that Jesus was the Son of God (v20) (not in our lesson text)

· After 3 years, he went to Jerusalem (Gal. 1:18) (not in our lesson text)

When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he had a problem being accepted by the apostles because;

· They were all afraid of him and did not believe he was a disciple v26

· They may have even thought he was faking so he could discover more believers to persecute

Barnabas was willing to take a risk and reach out to Saul;

· He introduced Saul to the apostles and explained that Saul had seen the Lord v27

· That the Lord had talked to Saul v27

· That in Damascus that Saul spoke boldly in the name of Jesus v27

· The Jerusalem Christians accepted Saul because of Barnabas’ recommendation

Saul’s experience reminds us that true conversion leads people to seek fellowship with other believers;

· We should be witnessing and praying for people to receive Christ and come to our churches

· Sometimes we are so involved with our old friends that we don’t take the time to reach out and welcome new people

· All of us need to get to know new people so we can vouch for them 

· So we can “encourage” others to accept them for who they are

Likewise we should seek to develop a culture that encourages new believers to witness to their former associates;
· To help them realize they have a new relationship to the Lord and to His church

· A new responsibility to witness to the world about Jesus

How willing are you to take risks by reaching out to others?

Someone read our 3rd group of scripture verses (Disciple Believers) Acts 11: 19-26.

Listen to why the church sent Barnabas to Antioch

Because of the death of Stephen the believers in Jerusalem were scattered (Acts 8:1) (not in our lesson text);

· Seven to ten years has passed between that time and the report of the work in Antioch

· During this time some that were scattered only preached salvation through Christ to the Jews

· Others went to Antioch and preached the good news about the Lord Jesus to the Hellenists (non Jewish people) v20

· Because the Lord’s hand was with them a large number who believed turned to the Lord v21

· These new conversions proved that the Lord’s hand is at work when people turn to the Lord

When the Jerusalem church heard how the Lord was working in Antioch they;

· Commissioned Barnabas to investigate

· Luke described Barnabas as a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith v24

·  Luke placed Barnabas on the same level as Stephen regarding his spiritual characteristics

When Barnabas arrived, he noted that the grace of God had led many to believe in Jesus;

· He became involved in the young multicultural church

· He encouraged and taught them

· The believers grew in their faith and spread the word about Jesus

· Teaching new believers is the heart of the church’s ministry

· Large numbers of people were added to the Lord v24

Barnabas realized he needed more help in evangelism and teaching;

· He was led to go to Tarsus to find and talk to Saul about how God was moving in Antioch

· Saul felt led to return with him to Antioch

· Previously Saul needed Barnabas, now Barnabas needed Paul

Luke told how Barnabas made a deliberate effort to mature the church (v 24, 26);

· Large numbers were evangelized

· Then large numbers of new believers were taught the faith

· He encouraged the new believers as well as Saul by asking him to join him in the ministry

Ministry teams can accomplish more than one person;

· There are people in our church who could use our encouragement

· They may be new believers, believers who have never developed their potential, or believers who once were faithful but are now discouraged

· Our encouragement and assistance in their finding a place to serve can be greatly used by the Lord to bless them and change their lives

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Help People Learn About Christ) Acts 13: 14-15, 42-43.  Listen to whether the people of the church responded after hearing Paul and Barnabas’ words of encouragement.

The Lord called Barnabas and Paul into mission work;

· The church fasted, prayed, and laid hands on them v3 (not in our lesson text)

· Barnabas and Paul set out to fulfill God’s call to missions

· They first visited and witnessed in Cyprus

· Then they sailed about 200 miles north to Perga (PUHR-huh)

· Then they traveled to Antioch in Pisidia (a different city from the Antioch where they had started their travels)

When they arrived in Antioch in Pisidia they went first to the synagogue;

· There the leaders told them “brothers if you have any message of encouragement for the people you can speak v15

· Paul gave them a brief review of Jewish history until David’s reign
· He explained that from David’s descendents that God brought the Savior, Jesus to Israel v23

· He told the good news of how Jesus was rejected, crucified, and was raised up by God

· He ended with a warning not to reject God’s clear revelation

· True Christian preaching, teaching, and telling others the good news about Jesus always involves “encouraging” words

As they were leaving the synagogue;

· The people begged Paul and Barnabas to tell them more about these truths the following Sabbath v42

· Many of the worshipers followed Paul and Barnabas who had encouraged them

During these informal conversations after the synagogue meetings;

· Paul and Barnabas were able to expand on what they had said in the formal meetings

· People often are more open to ask questions and learn about Christ outside of formal church settings

Are you an encourager in the way you serve Christ?

Growing Up

For several years we have been hearing a lot about aging “baby boomers.”  If we were to believe some of the reports in the media, we would think that this is the first generation ever to be faced with wrinkles, graying hair (or balding scalp), and the onset of that chubbiness around the waist known as “middle-age spread.”

One “boomer” has described his generation as “the most populous, schooled, indulged, and persistently adolescent generation in American history.”  Nevertheless, “Father Time” has a way of making his presence known.  The last of the boomers are now approaching forty years of age, the clock is ticking, and some are not handling it well!

However, at some point members of every generation have to acknowledge that they are no longer young and must learn to “grow up.”  This usually means starting to look outward and considering what legacy they will leave behind.

We have no evidence that the church in Antioch was particularly preoccupied with its own welfare.  What we do find is that this congregation was “growing up.”  The Christians there took upon themselves the responsibility of sending famine relief to Christians in Judea.  No adolescent self-centeredness was present; the church exhibited a sincere concern for others in the way they encouraged each other.  It is a model that every maturing congregation should follow.

Prayer:

Lord, help each of us to be encouragers to our fellow believers and everyone we come in contact with.
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