August 23, 2009                    Are You Running From God’s Will?                          #118                                                                                                                            
4th lesson this month on the topic:  Finding and Following God’s Will
1st Week:  “Do You See the Big Picture?”; The big picture is that God wants all to be saved, to be holy, and to pursue good.
2nd Week: “Have You Found Your Place?”; Are we using our God given abilities?  Are we accepting God’s call for our lives?  Do we honor the Lord in everything we do?
3rd Week: “Do You Require Signs?”; We discussed the dangers of depending on miraculous signs to confirm God’s will in our lives; God reveals His perfect will to us through our growing relationship with Him.
What this lesson is about: Some people claim they want to know God’s will but resist carrying out His instructions when God’s will differs from their desires.
How this lesson can impact your life: Admit that believers may be tempted to resist God’s clear instructions.  Appreciate that God is gracious toward those who initially resist Him.  Discover that following God’s will always relates to helping fulfill His redemptive purpose.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “When Wills Clash”; Though it may not happen immediately, we will always face the consequences when we do not obey God.
2. “Concerning Grace and Second Chances”; Though previous disobedience always has consequences, it does not disqualify us from being used by God in the present and future.
3. “What God Cares About Most”; The devoted believer will always pursue God’s will and desires above his or her own self-seeking desires.  Better yet, through spiritual growth, his or her desires will become more and more the same as God’s desires.
Most of us in our daily lives “run” away from something;
· It could be thunder and lightning from a violent storm.

· Reports of a hurricane headed our way.

· Advice from our parents as we were growing up.
Sometimes, as Christians, we may “run” from the tasks God calls us to do for Him;

· We may run from these tasks, or simply refuse to do God’s will.

· Doing either is dangerous.

· God does not quickly give up on us.

· During times when we are stubborn or self-absorbed, God desires to accomplish His purposes through us.

· He works through events to encourage us to choose to do His will.

· The question is whether we will choose God’s will over our own personal desires.

· Hopefully today’s lesson will teach us how to follow (not run from) God’s will in our lives.
Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (When Wills Clash) Jonah 1: 1-3, 17.

Listen to where God told Jonah to go.

Over the past 3 weeks we have looked at several different passages for insight on discerning (understanding) God’s will;

· These lessons have primarily been “topic” driven.

· Each lesson with 3 different passages all building around the same central idea related to God’s will.

· This week is both similar to and different from those lessons.

This week’s lesson we will take the story of Jonah and pull out the information needed to build our understanding of God’s will in our lives;

· By studying the Book of Jonah, we will see the dangers of resisting God’s will when we have clear knowledge of that will.
The Book of Jonah opens with a “word of the Lord” v1;

· We see that Jonah had a specific directive from the Lord.

· There is no doubt that Jonah was told precisely what God wanted him to do.

· He was to “go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it.” v2
As we know, God usually does not give us commands like this in such a straightforward manner;

· We often have to understand God’s will as opposed to simply being told God’s will.

· The end result remains the same.

· Either we obey the instruction of the Lord, or we don’t.

Back to our story, instead of joyfully accepting and embracing the task God had given him;

· “Jonah got up to flee to Tarshish from the Lord’s presence. v3

· Jonah decided to do the exact opposite of what God told him to do.

· Jonah was told to go to Nineveh to preach against wickedness.

· He chose to go to a town as far away as possible from where God wanted him to go.

· Jonah was fleeing more than Nineveh.

· He was trying to flee…from the Lord’s presence. v3

Have you ever been in a similar situation?

· One where you knew precisely what you were suppose to do for God.

· But you tried with all your might to do something else instead.

· How did that situation turn out for you?

· How was your relationship with God during that time period?

· Running from God is never in our best interest.

· We are far better off following God’s will in the first place.

Jonah did not choose to do nothing when God presented him with a task to do for Him;

· Rather, he actively and passionately moved in the opposite direction.

· He didn’t waste any time doing it either.

· He “went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish” v3.

· He wanted to get as far away as possible as fast as he could!

Today, as Christians, when we attempt to run from God we will end up;

· Facing the consequences of our disobedience.

· Sometimes it may be months or even years before the consequences surface.

· For Jonah it was a matter of just hours or days.

· Consequences with the hope that Jonah (and us) will turn back to God.

Jonah set sail for Tarshish, and God sent a violent storm toward the boat (1:4) not in our text;

· The men of the boat got together and tossed Jonah overboard v10-15 (not in text).

· Immediately the waters quieted and the men in the boat gained a greater fear of the Lord v15-16 (not in text).

These events were good for those in the boat, but bad for Jonah;

· He was floating in the sea.

· Beaten and bruised by the waters.

· Possibly close to drowning.

· To make matters worse, “the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow him” v17

· Jonah survived in the fish for the next 3 days and nights.

· Jonah’s attempt to flee God and His will did not lead to the results Jonah hoped for.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Concerning Grace and Second Chances) Jonah 3: 1-5, 10.  Listen for the response of Nineveh to Jonah’s preaching.

God had to ask/tell Jonah a second time to go preach;
· Jonah had refused the first time, rebelled.

· Jonah hated the enemies of Israel.

· These were Gentiles, why should God do anything kind for them.

· They deserved to be wiped out.

We sometimes are reluctant to obey God; 
· God's command to witness.

· When God tells us to be nice to someone else who isn’t.

· Giving of our money or time to God's work.

· Becoming involved in church ministries.

There are people we are reluctant to share our faith with;
· People who are not like us.

· People who we know don’t like us.

· People we know real well – I’ve never said anything before, what are they going to think now?

· Folks who are argumentative and strong willed.

The results of Jonah’s preaching were;
· God saw what they did. v10

· They turned from (repented of) their evil ways. v10

How did God respond to their repentance?

· He had compassion.

· He did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened. v10

When God calls us to do something for Him;

· Not only will He provide the means to accomplish our directive.

· He will also provide the protection He deems necessary for us.

· When we are obedient, we are able to achieve great things through the power of the Lord.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (What God Cares About Most) Jonah 4: 5-11.  Listen for ways in which God demonstrated His sovereignty to Jonah.

God demonstrated His sovereignty to Jonah by;
· Provided a large fish to swallow him, and then burp him up at the right place.

· Provided a vine.

· Made it grow as shade
.

       All these things to teach a lesson.

· Provided a worm.

· Provided a hot wind and sunshine.

But Jonah was focused on;
· His own discomfort.

· His own anger at God's forgiving of other people.

· The sudden lack of shade and his own poor sweaty brow.

God was focused on;
· Thousands of lives who would die and face God's judgment.

· The possibility of many people who would repent and turn to Him if given an opportunity to hear Truth.

· The joy of people who repent from their evil and seek to know God.

Today we have trivial things we sometimes place a high value on and give no thought to what God is doing in the world.  We, like Jonah, also have “vines” growing over our heads;
· The color of the church carpet.

· Whether or not the church pews should be padded.

· Who is elected to church office.

· Who gets to sing a solo for the choir number?

· Too much/not enough worship songs in the morning service.

· People who dress too formally/too casually when they come to church.

If you were counseling Jonah, what advice would you give him?

· God loves all people, not just Hebrews.

· God experiences joy when anyone turns away from sin and comes to Him in repentance and faith.

· Jesus, the Messiah died as the sacrifice for the sin of all people.

· All of us are sinners and need God's forgiveness – even though we like to think of ourselves as being pretty good.

· We need to repent of our attitude, just like the people of Nineveh repented of their sinfulness.

What does the book tell us about how Jonah responded in the end?

( It doesn’t!!

Why doesn’t the book tell us how it all ended?

· The point that is being made is not the events of the Nineveh revival.
· The point is for us to always seek God’s will for our lives.
· Not our own self-seeking desires.

· God and His interests must be the top priority in our lives.

· Obedience to Him should guide all of our actions as we continue to serve Him.

Living in Anger
In Austria there is a village called Anger.  It is a small place; however, if all the people whose lives are dominated by anger lived there, it would be (like Nineveh) an “exceeding great city”!  Of course, the word anger does not have the same meaning in Austria as it does here.  It is an old German word meaning meadow.  Still, it is a sad fact that many people do live their lives in anger.  By doing so they spoil life for both themselves and others.

Thus the question that God put to Jonah needs to be put to all of us.  The setting may be different, but the question is still valid:  “Have you any right to be angry? (Jonah 4:9).  Sometimes, of course, the answer is “Yes.”  It would be strange indeed if a person never got angry.  There are many injustices and cruelties in the world, to which we ought to respond with righteous indignation.
On the other hand, often the answer to God’s question must be “No.”  Our reasons for anger can amount to nothing more than “molehills.”  James advises, “The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God” (James 1:20).  We do serious spiritual damage to ourselves when we live in anger.  We cannot think, speak, or act like Jesus when we are angry.  And anger unchecked will feed on itself, becoming more intense and harmful in the process.

If you are living in anger, it is time to move back to obeying God’s will in your life.

Prayer:

Lord help each of us run toward You, not away from You, as we seek Your will in our lives.

Help us continue to love others so we may accomplish the task of reaching them for You.

Help us continue to do Your will in our lives, and to do it for the right reasons.
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