August 28, 2011                                Agree With One Another                                  #223                                                                                                                        
4th lesson this month on the topic:  One Anothering   
1st Week: “Love One Another” Our lesson was about the biblical command to love one another.  We need to love others as Christ loves us.
2nd Week:  “Forgive One Another” This lesson was about how to extend forgiveness to one another.
3rd Week:  “Don’t Criticize One Another” A lesson about the need for believers to refrain from judgmental criticism of one another and instead to seek ways to build one another up and to promote harmony in the church.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson highlights the biblical account of conflict between Abram and his nephew Lot as an example of how to work toward solutions in the midst of disagreement.
How this lesson can impact your life: Resolve disagreements with believers in ways that glorify God and build church unity.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Reality of Disagreements” Gen. 13: 1-7; Even good and godly people have disagreements and conflict.  We look for win-win solutions but realistically know we will not always achieve them.
2. “Seeking of Solutions” Gen. 13: 8-12; We can disagree on an issue but still live in fundamental agreement in the gospel.  A believer must guard against pride leading to conflict.
3. “Grounds of Agreement” Rom. 12: 16-18; 15: 5-6; Common commitment to Jesus Christ and our purpose of glorifying God are the grounds of agreement.
Agree (definition);

· To accept or concede something.

· To achieve or be in harmony.

· To get along together.

If there are six Baptists in a room, how many opinions will there be?

· What is the challenge when so many different believers have so many different opinions?

· Is it wrong to disagree?  If so, when?

We can’t always control whether we have disagreements;

· But we can control how we deal with them.

· Today’s lesson will show us ways we can positively deal with disagreements that will enable us to build church unity and glorify God.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Reality of Disagreements) Genesis 13: 1-7.  Listen to the problems of Abram and Lot as these verses are being read.
1 Then Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev —he, his wife, and all he had, and Lot with him. 2 Abram was very rich in livestock, silver, and gold. 3 He went by stages from the Negev to Bethel, to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had formerly been, 4 to the site where he had built the altar. And Abram worshiped the LORD there. 5 Now Lot, who was traveling with Abram, also had flocks, herds, and tents. 6 But the land was unable to support them as long as they stayed together, for they had so many possessions that they could not stay together, 7 and there was quarreling between the herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock. At that time the Canaanites and the Perizzites were living in the land. 
In answer to God’s call to go to the land that God would show him;

· Abram and his wife Sarah set out with their whole household, along with Lot, Abram’s nephew.

· The land to which God led him proved to be Canaan.

· God promised to give Canaan to Abram’s offspring (12:7).

· When Abram first reached Canaan, he already had notable possessions and men and their families who were under his authority v5.

During a journey in Egypt;

· Pharaoh bestowed generous gifts upon Abram.

· By the time Abram returned from Egypt he was “very rich in livestock, silver, and gold” v2

· Abram made his way to Bethel and then to the nearby “site where had built the altar” v4

· Perhaps he was giving thanks for God’s preservation of and rich blessings upon his household in Egypt.

Lot, who had a substantial household of his own (13:5) was still traveling with Abram;
· The size and concentration of both Abram’s and Lot’s households and herds were great enough that the land near Bethel was unable to support them v6.

· The insufficiency of the grazing area gave rise to “quarreling between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock” v7

· So the growth of Abram’s and Lot’s enterprises and limits on local resources combined to generate a conflict between their households.

The Scriptures do not assign blame for the conflict to Abram or to Lot;

· Neither does our passage comment on the possible fault of the herdsmen.

· The Bible teaches that quarreling arises from sinful attitudes (2Tim. 2: 23-24).

· Conflict arose as resources were stretched beyond their limits.

Though disagreements may and do arise because of sin;

· Even good and godly persons will have disagreements and conflicts.

· Disagreements are facts of life in relating to others, as you surely have discovered yourself.

· Rather than complaining that we disagree, we can seek helpful solutions.

When disagreements arise, what is your typical response?

· Ostrich:  stick your head in the sand and pretend they don’t exist.

· Chihuahua:  yip and yap and make a big show but seldom do anything.

· Snake:  stealthily slither around and strike when least expected.

· Bull:  charge ahead regardless of the consequences.

· Test Rat:  try to solve the maze of disagreement with the least pain and most reward.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Seeking of Solutions) Genesis 13: 8-12.  Listen to Abram’s solution to their problem as these verses are being read.

8 Then Abram said to Lot, "Please, let's not have quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and my herdsmen, since we are relatives. 9 Isn't the whole land before you? Separate from me: if [you go] to the left, I will go to the right; if [you go] to the right, I will go to the left."10 Lot looked out and saw that the entire Jordan Valley as far as Zoar was well-watered everywhere like the LORD's garden and the land of Egypt. This was before God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. 11 So Lot chose the entire Jordan Valley for himself. Then Lot journeyed eastward, and they separated from each other. 12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, but Lot lived in the cities of the valley and set up his tent near Sodom.
For Abram’s and Lot’s households to have remained in the same area;

· Would probably have led to greater conflict and hindered the growth of their respective enterprises.
· Staying together may also have yielded broken relationships.

· The inability of the land to support them was a simple fact v6.

Abram took the initiative to propose a gracious solution to Lot;

· Abram began by saying, “Let’s not have quarreling between you and me” v8.

· This showed his desire for harmony.

· To Abram, he and Lot were the closest of relatives (brothers/brethren).

· Because they were, Abram would do whatever he could to preserve peace and harmony.

· Today, do we do the same thing in our church?

Though Abram may have had the power to direct Lot to go where Abram decided;

· He gave Lot the choice of a place to occupy from within “the whole land” v9.

· He assured Lot, saying, “If you go to the left, I will go to the right” v9.

· Giving Lot his choice was prudent for preserving long-term goodwill between the two men.

Abram has given us a fine example of how to work toward solutions in the midst of disagreement;
· Take initiative

· Express desire for harmony

· Affirm relationships

· Be generous

· And allow others to decide from among acceptable choices.

What about in the church?

· Sometimes we protect like guard dogs every inch of our turf or interests.

· When the integrity of the church or its teaching is at stake

· We do indeed need vigilance and valor.

· In some cases, however, grasping for our rights and prerogatives probably betrays a lack of trust in God.

· We do not need to control all outcomes.

Abram and Lot achieved in many ways a win-win solution;

· Each man was pleased with the solution.

· It preserved peace and harmony between them.

Win-win solutions should be our goal;

· But are not always achievable.

· We may not be able to identify the solution that seems ideal to both parties.

· If not, can we disagree over the issue and still be in agreement in a fundamental way?

Someone read our last groups of Scripture verses (Grounds of Agreement) Romans 12: 16-18; 15:5-6.  Listen to what we are not supposed to do as these verses are being read.

16 Be in agreement with one another. Do not be proud; instead, associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Try to do what is honorable in everyone's eyes. 18 If possible, on your part, live at peace with everyone. 15:5 Now may the God of endurance and encouragement grant you agreement with one another, according to Christ Jesus, 6 so that you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ with a united mind and voice.

The believers in Rome could and did disagree about some things;

· Such as what foods were proper to consume

· And observance of special days (remember from last week’s lesson?)

· Paul did not expect them to see eye to eye on these matters.

· He did instruct them to “be in agreement with one another” v16

Believers may disagree on many things;

· What church programs should we emphasize?

· How should we allocate the Lord’s money?

· How involved in politics should the church or her ministers be?

· Where do we stand on the finer points of doctrine?

Here is a key to unity;

· If we make as much as we should of the gospel, we will not make more than we should of issues over which we disagree.

Paul’s instruction was “do not be proud” v16

· He wanted believers readily to “associate with the humble” v16

· Paul knew that associating with the humble would help all believers remember and affirm the basis of their unity-the gospel.

· Not a given believer’s opinion or wisdom on a divisive issue.

· Paul did not want believers to make too much of their own wisdom.

Paul went on to say “do not repay anyone evil for evil” v17;

· He did not want the Roman believers reacting or retaliating against believers or unbelievers who had done them wrong.

· He knew believers had no need to retaliate because they could trust the Lord to avenge when and where He determined vengeance to be right and necessary.

Instead of retaliating;

· Paul counseled believers to “try to do what is honorable in everyone’s eyes” v17

· The standard for what is honorable was the believer’s calling to live in obedience to Jesus Christ through faith.

· Paul wanted believers to consider the commands of Christ and the demands of a clear gospel witness in each situation, including in disagreements.

Paul named the grounds for agreement in the little phrase “according to the command of Jesus Christ” v5

· The grounds of agreement were the gospel message and the model of conduct of Jesus Christ Himself at its center.

Finally, Paul named the purpose of agreement in Christ;

· “So that you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ with a united mind and voice” v6

· Paul wanted believers to worship the God of their salvation in one accord.

· Believers may disagree on various issues, but they agree on the greatness of God and that they are all saved by grace through faith in Him.

Are you and I able to come alongside one another in our churches and sing praise in one accord?

· Resolving disagreements on the ground of commitment to Christ builds unity that enables us to glorify God together.

· This lesson is the counterpart to last week’s lesson on not criticizing one another.

· The positive view is not only not to criticize but also to seek a spirit of agreement.

You Mean It’s Not About Me?
A California woman was surfing the Internet when she “met” a man in another state.  She decided to meet him in person-in hopes of marrying him, she later admitted-so she traveled to his state to do so.  Perhaps that would have been nobody else’s business, except that she left behind, uncared for and alone, her two children, ages four and seven.  She left frozen food in the refrigerator and told them to hide if anyone came to the apartment.  After she had been gone for three weeks, a neighbor heard the children crying and notified the police.  When the mother returned home, she told authorities that the relationship with her newfound fiancé had foundered.  They informed her that she was facing criminal charges of child abandonment.

This woman’s story is an illustration of a serious ailment in modern culture:  the selfish tendency to think, “It’s all about me.”  We can forgive this in small children, since they haven’t developed the mental or emotional maturity to know differently.  But as our children grow, a part of the socializing (or we could say civilizing) process that we engage in is to help them mature into adults who care for someone other than themselves.  And as Paul says, true Christian maturity is demonstrated when we think of the needs of others ahead of our own.  Christians learn from the example of Christ and His selfless spirit that life is about others, and not “all about me.”
Prayer:

Lord, help us to be part of the solution to potential or actual lack of harmony in the church.
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