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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Make Your Life Count   
1st Week: “Accept The Call” We examined the call of Moses at the burning bush and the principle that God has a calling for each of us.
2nd Week:  “Stand For The Lord” We studied Moses’ intercession for the Israelites when they committed idolatry and his passion for the Lord’s holiness.
3rd Week:  “Respond to Difficult Situations” This lesson examined the Israelites’ complaint of the lack of water and how Moses responded to that complaint in a way that dishonored God.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson examines the song Moses recited at the end of his life, a song that centers all of life in knowing and living under the greatness and graciousness of God.
How this lesson can impact your life: Center your life under the gracious and loving rule of God.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “God is Worthy” Deuteronomy 32: 1-4; Place God at the forefront of all you say and do.  Both private and corporate praise should focus on God and God alone.
2. “Humanity is Willful” Deuteronomy 32: 5-9; The first step to repentance is to acknowledge our own sinfulness.  In light of what God has done for us, why would we want to go our own way and not follow him?
3. “God’s Ways are Wonderful” Deuteronomy 32: 36-39, 43; In spite of our waywardness, we can return to God because He loves us and has compassion on us.  We must proclaim God’s wonderful ways among the nations.
Perspective (definition);
· A mental view or outlook.

Believers want to know that their lives count for something beyond just getting through the day;

· God calls us to live as Great Commission Christians

· On mission wherever He places us

· Life can have meaning now

· Meaning and purpose come in life as we deepen our walk with God and trust Him completely.

· God gave Moses a song that would help Israel see the big picture.

· This song can teach the believer what matters for time and eternity.

Last week we saw where Moses forfeited his right to enter the Promised Land;

· He failed to trust God at Meribah.

· Now Moses was nearing the end of his life.

· God had given him the bleak news that Israel would turn away from Him and be influenced by the pagans in the new land.

· God instructed Moses to write a song to teach to the Israelites 

· So that they would be reminded in years to come that all of life should be centered in knowing and living under the greatness and graciousness of God.

Our 1st Scripture text is Deuteronomy 32: 1-4 (God is Worthy):

HCSB1 Pay attention, heavens, and I will speak; listen, earth, to the words of my mouth. 2 Let my teaching fall like rain and my word settle like dew, like gentle rain on new grass and showers on tender plants. 3 For I will proclaim the LORD's name. Declare the greatness of our God! 4 The Rock—His work is perfect; all His ways are entirely just. A faithful God, without prejudice, He is righteous and true.

Moses had grown old and the end of his life was near;

· He knew God would not let him enter the Promised Land.

· Moses also knew that when Israel crossed the Jordan

· They would need some type of abiding testimony to remind them of the covenant they had made with God at Sinai.

However, God knew Israel was a rebellious and stubborn nation (31: 16-18);

· He commanded Moses to do one more thing.

· God directed Moses to give Israel another witness, a song (31: 19).

God told Moses to write down the song and teach it to the people;

· God intended for this song to testify against Israel because He knew they would worship other gods and break the covenant (31: 20-21).

· Then by remembering the song, they would repent and seek forgiveness.

· The song would give them the right perspective on living in a new land.

· We need to study this covenant song carefully because it will help us learn to live before a holy and gracious God.

The song begins with Moses calling upon the heavens and earth to listen…..to the words that he would speak v1;

· Moses said, “Pay attention” to the heavens

· And “Listen” to the earth.

· Moses desired to proclaim the name of God and to declare His greatness v3

In verse 4, Moses listed specific expressions of God’s power;

· He is the Rock!

· God’s work (or deeds) are perfect (or unblemished).

· His ways are justice.

· He is a reliable and faithful God

· He can be trusted.

· No prejudice, injustice, or dishonesty reside in Him.

· God is the righteous One, totally upright and true.

Our 2nd Scripture text is Deuteronomy 32: 5-9 (Humanity is Willful);
HCSB5 His people have acted corruptly toward Him; this is their defect —they are not His children but a devious and crooked generation. 6 Is this how you repay the Lord, you foolish and senseless people? Isn't He your Father and Creator? Didn't He make you and sustain you? 7 Remember the days of old; consider the years long past. Ask your father, and he will tell you, your elders, and they will teach you. 8 When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance and divided the human race, He set the boundaries of the peoples according to the number of the people of Israel. 9 But the Lord's portion is His people,
Jacob, His own inheritance.
In verse 5, the song picks up on the second great theme of the poem;

· In contrast to God’s faithfulness, Israel has acted like a devious and crooked generation.

· The song reminds God’s people that they have already acted corruptly toward Him v7

· They had shown their disobedience in the wilderness 

· They worshipped the golden calf

· Murmuring and complaining and challenging the leadership of Moses and Aaron.

Moses directly addressed Israel in verse 6 and continued the indictment is a series of rhetorical questions;

· They were foolish and senseless.

· They failed to recognize God as their Father.

· They did not realize God’s requirements were not wearisome burdens but were the result of God’s covenant love.

Moses urged Israel to remember the days of old v7;

· He encouraged them to ask their fathers and elders to recount the history of their patriarchs and ancestors.

· Moses wanted them to understand that the God who had acted in the past

· Would continue to act on behalf of His people.

The sovereign Creator of the universe gave each nation an inheritance;

· It was He who divided the human race.

· When He did so, He set their boundaries v8

· God chose Jacob to be His allotted inheritance.

· The children of Israel would be His portion, His share.

· God wanted Israel to be His own special possession.

· They belonged to Him!

Israel was to become “a nation lacking sense”;

· They just did not understand.

· Blessings and satisfaction came through the God who had brought them up out of Egypt and had made a covenant with them at Sinai.

· He would even redeem them with the ultimate sacrifice of His One and Only Son.
· But Israel, and all of humanity, chose to be willful, disobedient children.

Our last Scripture text is Deuteronomy 32: 36-39, 43 (God’s Ways Are Wonderful):
HCSB36 The LORD will indeed vindicate His people and have compassion on His servants 
when He sees that [their] strength is gone and no one is left—slave or free. 37 He will say: "Where are their gods, the 'rock' they found refuge in? 38 Who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine of their drink offerings? Let them rise up and help you; let it be a shelter for you. 39 See now that I alone am He; there is no God but Me. I bring death and I give life; I wound and I heal. No one can rescue [anyone] from My hand. 43 Rejoice, you nations, over His people, for He will avenge the blood of His servants. 
He will take vengeance on His adversaries; He will purify His land and His people.
The main purpose of these verses is to;

· Establish the truth of God’s grace.

· Despite Israel’s arrogant rebellion

· God still loved His people and would willingly have compassion on them.

· The Lord did not want to break the covenant with them.

· And given certain conditions, would forgive them and restore them as His people.

Verse 36 begins by declaring that the Lord would eventually vindicate (judge) Israel;
· God would have compassion on them.

· The Lord graciously decided not to visit upon Israel the full force of their just punishment.

· Instead, He would show compassion for them and stay His hand.

God’s promised acts of mercy would not come until Israel’s strength to rebel was gone;

· Israel had to be fully emptied of their willful behavior.

· Israel’s might had to be totally demolished before they would recognize their need to God’s directive power.

They also sought to worship and serve foreign gods from the nations around them;

· They had to lose all trust in counterfeit gods and leaders as well.

· Trust in any other possible source of strength, real or imagined, would prove useless.

· Israel had rejected the real Rock (v4) for a phony rock.

Believers should know better than to trust in false idols;

· But our culture often places undue trust in self-help gurus.

· Common-sense counselors, and popular personalities.

· We may find ourselves tempted to treat their teachings as more weighty than God’s will for our lives.

· We must remember that we live by the Spirit of God, not by our own might.

· It is God’s grace that enables us to do so!

Verse 39 contains a noble declaration of God’s nature;

· Yahweh, the God of Israel, alone is He, the living God.

· There is no God but Yahweh.

· He, and He alone, is the only One capable enough to offer help and protection.

God’s hand held the power of death and life;

· He alone exercised the power to wound and heal.

· God could not be defeated.

· No one could be rescued from His hand.

· No other god could do this

· No other god could exercise this kind of power.

The final verse of the song boldly proclaims that the Lord;

· Will avenge the blood of His servants

· And execute vengeance on His adversaries.

· He will purify both His land and His people.

· Beyond the judgment expressed in the song of Moses

· There exists a hope of reconciliation between God and His people.

· This atonement would find its fulfillment and fullness in Christ Jesus.

· As an end result, all nations would be called on to rejoice with Israel for God’s wonderful ways.

Reminders

Some time ago, there was a story about a peculiar habit of a certain bank employee.  It seems that this person would unlock his desk every morning, peer into the middle drawer, close the drawer, lock it, and then go about his daily business.  He did this for decades, much to the curiosity of the other people in the office.

When the man died, his coworkers were very interested in seeing what he had looked at every working day for most of his life.  So they gathered around his desk when it came time to clean it out.  Inside that middle drawer was a simple note that said “The debit side is on the left.”  When that story was told to a bookkeeper, she laughed and said, “Only a bookkeeper would appreciate the humor of that.”

Actually, there are several versions of that story floating around.  One involves a naval officer who each day looked at a note that said “port, left; starboard, right.”  We may snicker at the need of those folks to remind themselves daily of the simplest fundamentals of their professions.  But such “over-reminding” is the surest way to prevent forgetting.  What will you do today to ensure that you do not forget the essentials of the Christian faith?

Prayer:

Lord help each of us to center our lives under Your gracious and loving rule.
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