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1st lesson this month on the topic:  Make Your Life Count   
We have 4 excellent lessons this month of events in the life of Moses;

· Nov. 6th “Accept the Call” Moses’ call from God came in a unique way-from the midst of a burning bush.  God’s call in our lives may not be spectacular but will be meaningful in order to help us discover how He plans for us to serve Him.

· Nov. 13th “Stand for the Lord” Our attitude toward the sins of others is very important.  Moses’ encounter with the shameful idolatry of his people broke his heart, yet mixed with his indignation was his compassion for them.  We must temper our revulsion toward others’ sins with loving, prayerful intercession for them.

· Nov. 20th “Respond to Difficult Situations” Adults are often frustrated by the attitudes that sometimes surface among younger adults.  Moses encountered a frustrating experience with his people, and in a moment of weakness, he disobeyed God’s orders.  We can respond to difficult situations with trust in the Lord.
· Nov. 27th “Adopt the Right Perspective” The song God gave Moses to teach to his people was a masterful recital of the greatness of God.  Let’s take time to praise the Lord and to center our lives under the gracious and loving rule of God.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson examines the call of Moses at the burning bush and the principle that God has a calling for each of us.
How this lesson can impact your life: Discover the unique call God has placed on your life to serve Him.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Encounter God’s Presence” Exodus 3: 1-6; Regardless of our walk in life, God has called us to serve Him.
2. “Understand God’s Name” Exodus 3: 10-15; We need to remember that we cannot encounter the presence of God apart from His holiness.
3. “Depend on God’s Power” Exodus 4: 10-12; God will provide His presence and His power to help us accomplish His purpose for our lives.
Think for a minute of the different ways to accept a call;

· Land line phone.

· Cell phone.

· “Collect” call.

· Text message.

Most adults consider a “call from God’ as;

· Something that comes to pastors or full-time vocational ministers.

· God has a call for everyone to serve Him.

· His presence goes with us.

· He constantly prepares us, even if we are not always aware of His guiding hand.

Today’s lesson looks at the call of Moses;

· And some of the ways God promised to help Moses accomplish the task of leading the Israelites out of bondage in Egypt.

· God answered Moses’ objection with the promise of His presence and power.

· We will learn today how God desires to equip us and prepare us to accomplish His call upon our lives.

Our 1st Scripture text is Exodus 3: 1-6 (Encounter God’s Presence):
HCSB1 Meanwhile Moses was shepherding the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian. He led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 Then the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire within a bush. As Moses looked, he saw that the bush was on fire but was not consumed. 3 So Moses thought: I must go over and look at this remarkable sight. Why isn't the bush burning up?4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called out to him from the bush, "Moses, Moses!" "Here I am," he answered. 5 "Do not come closer," He said. "Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." 6 Then He continued, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look at God.

Moses never dreamed of all the different events God made in his life;
· His mother set him afloat when he was an infant in a waterproofed basket in the Nile River to save his life.

· Found and adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter, he was raised and educated as a prince in a royal palace.

· A tragic chain of events brought Moses as a fugitive to the desolate land of Midian (MID ih uhn).

· Where for 40 years he served as a herdsman for Jethro, a man who had become his father-in-law.

At 80 years of age, Moses led the sheep “to the far side of the wilderness” v1;

· Moses was lowly, poor, and a fugitive.

· In this wilderness Moses would have a life-changing encounter with God.

· God is always willing to meet us where we are!

Verses 2-3 describe how God got Moses’ attention;

· “The Angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in a flame of fire within a bush”.

· This event represents the first step of God’s revelation of Himself to Moses.

· God called Moses to be His prophet for the distinct purpose of delivering the Israelites from Egypt.

After Moses turned aside to see the bush;

· “God called out to him” v4.

· God spoke his name twice.

· Many encounters with God have been missed because we fail to turn aside to see what God is doing or to listen for His voice.

When Moses responded, he began to learn an important lesson about God’s holy presence;
· God warned Moses to keep his distance.

· He was to “remove the sandals from his feet because he was standing on holy ground” v5

· The place became holy because God was present.

· We should avoid taking casually the holiness of God.

· A proper understanding of God begins with an encounter with Him in His holiness.

Think back across your life;

· Recall events and circumstances that you didn’t understand then but see now how God wove them into the fabric of your life.

· How easily can God get your attention?

· What changes in your daily routine might you need to make in order to be more attentive to His voice?

Our 2nd Scripture text is Exodus 3: 10-15 (Understand God’s Name):

HCSB10 Therefore, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh so that you may lead My people, the Israelites, out of Egypt." 11 But Moses asked God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and that I should bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 12 He answered, "I will certainly be with you, and this will be the sign to you that I have sent you: when you bring the people out of Egypt, you will all worship God at this mountain." 13 Then Moses asked God, "If I go to the Israelites and say to them: The God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they ask me, 'What is His name?' what should I tell them?" 14 God replied to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you." 15 God also said to Moses, "Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever; this is how I am to be remembered in every generation.

God had a specific task for Moses to do;

· He wanted to send Moses to Egypt.

· “To Pharaoh so that he would lead His people, the Israelites, out of Egypt” v10.

This passage covers the first two of five questions Moses raised to God about his call;

· 1st Moses first inquiry is really a polite acceptance of a great honor rather than an attempt to decline v11
· When he said, “Who am I” he was not displaying a lack of self-confidence but actually responding with humility.

· God offered Moses the promise of His presence.

· Moses would not stand before the great Pharaoh of Egypt alone.

· God would certainly be with him v12.

· 2nd  Moses second inquiry was more like a point of information v13

· Moses anticipated what the Israelites would ask in order to confirm his call.

· He asked God, “If I go to the Israelites…and they ask me, what is His name? What should I tell them?” v13

· God told Moses, “I am who I am” v14

· Moses was instructed to say that “I am has sent me to you” v14

Moses’ reluctance to serve may seem familiar to many of us.  Have you ever used any of these excuses?

· I’m not ready.  I need to grow more as a Christian first.

· That’s not where my talents lie.

· I just have too much going on right now.

· I’ve done enough.  Its someone else’s turn.

· That probably isn’t even God speaking to me.

Our last Scripture text is Exodus 4: 10-12 (Depend on God’s Power):
HCSB10 But Moses replied to the LORD, "Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent—either in the past or recently or since You have been speaking to Your servant —because I am slow and hesitant in speech." 11 The LORD said to him, "Who made the human mouth? Who makes him mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 12 Now go! I will help you speak and I will teach you what to say." 

Exodus 4: 1-9 records the familiar story of God’s miracles of turning Moses’ staff into a snake;

· And changing Moses’ hand back and forth from clean to leprous to clean.

· Why did God do this?

· Because Moses started to get cold feet, falling into the “what ifs” as we often do when God calls us to tasks that make us nervous.
Moses offered his objections to God;

· “Please Lord, I have never been eloquent” v10

· You can sense Moses’ uneasiness.

· Moses was having a severe confidence problem.

· The same problem with which many of us are very familiar.

When did you last search frantically for a valid excuse that would free you from a task that God had laid on your heart?

· What do you think was the source of your discomfort?

Moses’ complaint was the basis for the two answers from God;

· 1st Had Moses forgotten who it was “who made the human mouth?”

· Who was able to make a person “mute or deaf, seeing or blind? V11

· Moses’ protest revealed how much he had to learn about trusting God.

· Moses’ weakness was totally irrelevant to the task for which God had both called and equipped him.

· 2nd God wanted Moses to go to Pharaoh confident that God’s power would be with him.

· To help him speak with clarity and to tell him what to say.

· God’s two answers to Moses assured him that what he was to say and how he was to say it would be to God’s credit, and not Moses.

· God’s purpose would be fulfilled in accord with His wisdom and power.

When God calls us to a task that is part of His kingdom plan;

· We may be fearful because we feel we are responsible for the success or failure of the project.

· If we fail, it is because we interfere with what God would have us do in His strength.

· Not because of our weakness.

· When God calls, He provides the blueprint, the tools, and He empowers us to do the work.

Do you think of God’s call to His servants only in terms of some spectacular event?

· Like a burning bush

· Or a blinding light on the road to Damascus

· Or do we see the simple truth that God has a calling for each of us?

God’s call to serve Him;

· Always comes with a sense of His holiness.

· He calls us to live and speak in His name and to know that He has promised His power to enable us to do His work.

A Divine Pilot

Bob Frayser was piloting his own plane eastward over Kansas at an altitude of fifty-five hundred feet.  A leaking exhaust system allowed carbon monoxide fumes into the cabin, and Frayser lost consciousness.  But he didn’t die in a fiery crash!  He had put his plane on autopilot; and when he passed out, the autopilot kept the plane on a level straight course.
After some 250 miles, the plane finally ran out of fuel; however, the autopilot kept the plane level as it glided to a landing in a snowy field in Missouri.  The plane skidded five hundred feet and stopped in a row of trees.

Frayser awakened in a confused state and found his way to a farmhouse a quarter of a mile away.  Speaking of his survival with only minor injuries, he said, “Most of the credit I give to the Lord.”

The Israelites could see the pillars of cloud and fire that were directing them to their unknown destination.  But the real power leading them was God Himself-a far surer guide than Frayser’s autopilot.  And unlike a malfunctioning airplane that caused Frayser to black out, God sustained and protected Israel during their journey from Egypt through the wilderness to the Promised Land.  He fed, healed, and protected them as He led them to freedom.

Today, while God may use less spectacular means, He still protects His children.  In all our ways, let us acknowledge Him. (Proverbs 3:6).

Prayer:

Lord give us the strength we need to accept the call You have placed on our lives.
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