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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  The Roads Less Traveled
1st Week: “A Lifestyle of Community”; How we need to stay connected to a community of believers, developing meaningful relationships in our church.
2nd Week:  “A Lifestyle of Humility”; Genuine Christian humility considers others as more important than ourselves and looks out for their needs and interests as much as we do our own.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the greatness of servanthood.  Jesus lifted up the value and importance of servanthood, and called us to use whatever He has given us in service, especially service to the “least of these” (Matthew 25: 40).
How this lesson can impact your life: Seek ways to serve others.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Redefine Greatness” Mark 10: 42-45; We must live by Jesus’ redefinition of greatness as service.  Jesus calls us to risk what He has given us by investing and using those gifts in obedient service for Him.
2. “Seize Your Opportunities” Matthew 25: 19-21, 29; We must seize every God-given opportunity.
3. “Serve the Least of These” Matthew 25: 34-40; We serve Christ when we serve others, especially people who are among the forgotten, overlooked, and helpless.
In the fields of athletics, entertainment, medicine, and technology, individuals attain celebrity status because;

· Their accomplishments win others’ praise, admiration, and gratitude.

· Far fewer people become famous because of their selfless service.

· Because people that serve selflessly never seek attention or honor for their work.

When the subject of servanthood arises;

· We think of Christ’s servants who consistently minister to others’ needs “under the radar.”

· They have no concern for recognition.

· They give of themselves, often in small but significant ways.

Today, every definition of greatness our culture teaches;

· Centers on wealth, power, ability, or name recognition.

· People who chase after this kind of greatness discover it is empty and fleeting.

· We need to find our greatness in God’s eyes, which He defines in terms of service.

Take a moment and recall times recently when someone served you or when you served someone else.
· Most of our acts of service are simple.

· By showing respect for another person.

· Do you get more satisfaction out of serving someone or being served?

In our lesson last week we studied about “humility”;

· We need to understand the difference between “humility” and “servanthood.”

· “Humility” is an attitude or mindset.

· “Servanthood” is humility in action!

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Redefine Greatness) Mark 10: 42-45.

Listen to what Jesus said you have to do to be great as these verses are being read.

This story reveals much about the disciples as well as us;

· As we might say today, the disciples still didn’t get it!

· They were waiting for Jesus to establish a physical kingdom in this world.

· Their minds could not grasp the concept that Jesus’ kingdom had already begun.

We think; how could they have missed it?

· Although we may have walked for years with Christ;

· We still doubt that He can manage our problems!

· We know He has given us eternal life;

· But forget that His promises are for today as well as the future.

· Our lifetime of experiences demonstrates that His Word is true.

· Yet we worry and fret.

In the verses immediately preceding our focal passage;

· We learn of James and John’s selfish request for places of honor in Jesus’ kingdom v35-36.

· This irritated the other disciples v41.

· Luke records that even at the Last Supper they were still arguing about which one of them was the greatest.

· Ambition is not wrong when properly focused.

· It is wrong when we think more highly of ourselves than we should.

Perhaps Jesus thought of the Roman Empire when He spoke of the “rulers” and “men of high positions” v42;

· His kingdom is not this way.

· Jesus “called them over” to Him v42.

· Jesus described the truly great leader not as the one who controls with power;

· But rather the one who has a servant’s heart.

· A servant leader works alongside his followers.

· Appreciating their value and contributions.

· Jesus left no doubt that those who would follow Him must have an attitude of service.

· Remember last week’s lesson about Jesus washing the disciples’ feet?

Notice the words “whoever wants to become great” v43;

· Jesus is not advocating that His followers should selfishly seek greatness as the world defines it (recognition-honor-power).

· Instead those who dedicate themselves to selfless service are motivated by love for God and people.

· Not rewards and recognition.

· For these humble servants the idea of seeking greatness for themselves doesn’t even come into their minds.

· That’s part of what makes them all truly great!

The most compelling reason Christ’s followers should be a servant is;

· That Jesus Himself became a servant.

· Giving “His life” willingly for our sake v45.

· Jesus taught by example as well as words.

Today, we need to redefine greatness according to Jesus’ teaching;
· Even as selfless service was characteristic of Him;

· It is to be a daily-practiced discipline in our lives.

· We consistently should seek ways to serve others.

· In doing so, we will take the road less traveled marked “The Service Road.”

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Seize Your Opportunities) Matthew 25: 19-21, 29.  Listen to what the master said to the slave as these verses are being read.

Jesus told this parable, beginning in verse 14;

· To help His followers see the importance of being ready for His return.

· In the story, a wealthy man going on a trip gave different amounts of his wealth to his servants to manage while he was gone.

· The first two servants doubled the money given them and they were rewarded for their faithful service.

· The third man, out of fear, buried the portion he was given, failing to manage it properly.

· The master reprimanded him for his laziness.

· He took away that servant’s portion and gave it to one of the faithful servants.

Verse 29 can be puzzling and uncomfortable;

· This is not an issue of wealth and poverty.

· But of faithfulness and unfaithfulness.

· When we use the gifts, skills, and abilities God has blessed us with;

· We grow spiritually and in our capacity for more opportunities to serve.

· When we fail to use God’s gifts, those opportunities, skills, and abilities fade.

Let’s not be the instruments of our own uselessness in God’s kingdom by;

· Failing to seize the opportunities for which God has gifted each of us.

· How embarrassing it would be to be in God’s category of “lazy servants.”

· May we always strive to be able to hear Him tell us, “Well done!”

It matters not how much we have been given;

· But rather how faithfully we honor God with those gifts.

· We all have the capacity for serving others in some way.

· We can listen to and encourage others.

· We can give from our abundance to those who have less.

As Christians, we must make the most of God-given opportunities for kingdom service.

· Our doing so involves effort and risk in using what God has given us.

· He expects only what He has equipped us to do.

· God will hold us accountable for failing to seize opportunities to serve.

The failure of the third slave was in his not trying!

· Are you making the most of God-given opportunities for kingdom service?

· Or are you “burying” those opportunities?

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Serve the Least of These) Matthew 25: 34-40.  Listen to what the Lord said to the righteous as these verses are being read.

The parable of the talents stressed believers being prepared for Jesus’ return by;
· Being obedient and faithful in seizing opportunities for kingdom service.

Then Jesus presented a picture of the final accounting that will occur at His second coming in glory v31;

· From the “throne of His glory,” He will judge “all the nations” v32.

Referring to Himself as “the King” v34;

· Jesus said He will receive and commend His faithful people.

· “Blessed by my Father” indicates that these are truly His and they receive His blessing v34.
· Jesus will invite these to “inherit the kingdom.”

· From creation, (“the foundation of the world”), God intended for people to have fellowship with Him v34.

· And through Christ made provision for them to do so.

Jesus listed six ministry actions His followers had performed.

· They had met people’s basic needs.

· In doing so they had ministered to Jesus.

· Repeatedly in verses 35-36 Jesus used the words “I was” followed by a need His people had met.

	I was…
	And you…

	hungry
	gave Me something to eat

	thirsty
	gave me something to drink

	a stranger
	took me in

	naked
	clothed me

	sick
	took care of me

	in prison
	visited me


The practical ministry actions Jesus listed are not beyond our means and abilities;

· We cannot say that they are too costly or demanding.

· All Christ’s people can consistently perform one or more of these expressions of service.

· The actions reveal our insight, sensitivity, and willingness to serve-in other words, our character.
Our motivation for ministry is to serve Christ by serving others;

· Service is a way of life.

· Consistently ministering to others is evidence we view every life as important to God.

· We life up the sanctity of human life when we serve defenseless, oppressed, and overlooked people.

In Jesus’ account, the truly righteous people;

· Will be surprised that in serving others they actually serve Him.

· “Whatever they did for one of the least of His brothers (brethren KJV) they did for Him v40.

Look closely at the actions of Jesus’ genuine followers;

· First:  Their ministry actions were spontaneous.

· They kept no record of their good deeds.

· They served because they followed a servant Lord.

· Second:  Their actions were selfless.

· With no thought of personal gain or reward.

· Instead of a “do for others who can do for you” approach, they helped people who could offer nothing in return.

Today’s lesson challenges us to seek ways to serve others;

· God calls His people to make service part of their lifestyle, not just an occasional act.

· Some already are ministering to others on a regular basis.

· Others need to stretch their “serving muscles” to do at least one intentional servant act during the coming week, which can help build a habit of serving others!
In our culture, selfless service with no calculation of payback or reward is definitely “A Road Less Traveled.”

· Yet in taking it, we follow One who traveled it before us and marked it out for us.

· We are accountable for whom we serve and how we serve them!

Sins of Omission?

A man claimed that he had been a faithful husband for twenty-five years.  So it came as no small shock when “out of the blue” his wife told him that she wanted a divorce.  It was not until three years later than he learned the reason for his wife’s sudden request.
Three weeks before his wife filed for the divorce, she had won $1.3 million in the California State Lottery.  She wanted to divorce her husband to keep him from finding out about her winnings and to avoid having to share the money with him.  Eventually, the truth caught up her, and the matter was taken to court.  The judge found her guilty of violating state asset disclosure laws and gave all of the money to her ex-husband!

It could be argued that she was guilty of a sin of omission-a failure to tell her husband about her money or to share it with him.  However, like many (perhaps most?) sins of omission, her failure was really a sin of commission- a willful decision to commit an act that she knew was wrong.

That is the reason Jesus’ condemnation is so strong against those who “did it not to one of the least of these.” (Matthew 25:45).  A failure to do a good act is all too often a willful decision not to act.

Prayer:

Lord, open our ears that we may hear the cry of the needy.

Open our eyes that we may see the needy.

Open our hearts that we might take action toward the needy.

Open our hands that we might serve the needy.

Open our ears, eyes, hearts, and hands so we may see that by serving others, we have indeed served You.
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