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4th lesson this month on the topic:  The Roads Less Traveled
1st Week: “A Lifestyle of Community”; How we need to stay connected to a community of believers, developing meaningful relationships in our church.
2nd Week:  “A Lifestyle of Humility”; Genuine Christian humility considers others as more important than ourselves and looks out for their needs and interests as much as we do our own.
3rd Week:  “A Lifestyle of Service”; Jesus lifted up the value and importance of servanthood, and called us to use whatever He has given us in service, especially service to the “least of these” (Matt. 25:40).
What this lesson is about: This lesson explores a lifestyle of sacrifice by examining Jesus’ command to take up one’s cross, the example of the widow’s offering, and Paul’s command to offer oneself as a living sacrifice.
How this lesson can impact your life: Develop a Christian lifestyle of sacrifice.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Sacrifice Defined” Luke 9: 23-24, 57-62; Jesus calls us to follow Him to a life of total, unconditional sacrifice; thus, we must be willing to follow Him no matter what doing so costs us.
2. “Sacrifice Demonstrated” Luke 21: 1-4; Sacrifice demonstrates our willingness to trust God’s provision.
3. “Sacrifice Commanded” Romans 12: 1-2; As a response to all God has done for us and as an act of worship, we are to give our whole lives as sacrifices to Him.
Sacrifice (definition);
· An act of offering something precious to a deity; surrender of something for the sake of something else; something given up or lost.

Surely you’ve heard about the pig and chicken planning their breakfast;

· The chicken suggested they have eggs and bacon.

· The pig replied, “For you it’s a contribution; for me it’s a sacrifice.

What does the word sacrifice mean to you?

· When sacrifice becomes personal (like the pig), it takes on an entirely different meaning.

· Many have made sacrifices for our country.

· Many have made sacrifices to their children and grandchildren.

· You have sacrificed time, money, and many things you held dear.

· You know the meaning of sacrifice on a very personal level.

Listen to the following quotes and think of their concept of sacrifice;
· I sacrificed dessert every day last month and gave the money I saved to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

· I’m cashing one of my CDs so I can give the money to my granddaughter for college.

· Until you guys can get back on your feet, you can move in with me.  You can sleep in the other bedroom and I’ll clean out the garage.  You can store your things there.

· My son’s friend needs a kidney.  We are a perfect match, and he has so many good years ahead.  I’m going to donate my kidney.

· Granddad, Mom said Uncle Ernest sacrificed his life for our country.  What did she mean?

· Jack doesn’t know me when I go to the nursing home, but I still go every day to feed him lunch, wash his face, and comb his hair.

Our lesson today is about “A Lifestyle of Sacrifice;”

· The traveler on this road will not have much company.

· Following Jesus means giving up our self-centered living and the things of the world.

· He demands our total, unconditional sacrifice of everything-our possessions, our minds, and our very lives.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Sacrifice Defined) Luke 9: 23-24, 57-62.

Listen to what we have to do to follow Jesus as these verses are being read.

After a conversation with His disciples about His coming death and resurrection;

· Jesus gave them, and us, some sobering requirements for the person who wanted to follow Him.

· “He must deny himself” and take up his cross daily” v23.

· Jesus certainly never promised that following Him would be easy or comfortable.

In a recent survey of regular attendees of Protestant churches;

· People were asked if they believe Christians must deny themselves in order to serve Christ.

· Twenty-eight percent strongly agreed.

· Another twenty-eight percent agreed somewhat.

· Do you think the percentages would be higher or lower?

· How would you have responded to the survey?

We must understand that the self-denial Jesus spoke of;

· Does not mean that we deny ourselves something we desire.

· Nor does it mean that our lives have no value.

· It is a question of priorities.

· We put aside selfish desires and ambitions in favor of what our Lord Jesus wants.

We often hear people misinterpret verse 23 by;
· Describing difficulties they must endure as their “cross to bear.”

· So what does this mean for us?

· Paul put it this way:

· I have been crucified with Christ; and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me (Gal. 2: 19-20.

· Set your minds on what is above, not on what is on the earth.  For you have died, and your life is hidden with the Messiah in God (Col. 3: 3-4).

· If anyone is in Christ…old things have passed away (2Cor. 5:17).

Followers of Jesus carry their own crosses;

· By acknowledging their submission to Christ and their identification with Christ.

· They are prepared to face whatever obstacles come their way;

· With no thought of turning away.

· They must daily make the decision to follow Him.

A paradox in the Christian life is that;

· To lose one’s life in Christ is to find it.

· And to hang on to the self-focused life is to lose it.

Verses 57-62 record conversations Jesus had with three people who wanted to follow Him;

· For the first man it is as if Jesus were asking him, “Can you deal with rejection?”

· The disciples had recently been rejected in Samaria (v52-53).

· The second and third men both requested a delay so they could take care of personal matters.

· One wanted to see to the proper burial of his father.

· The other wanted to say goodbye to his family.

· We get a sense here that Jesus is asking, “Are family relationships going to get in the way of your following Me?”

Jesus’ call to everyone who would follow Him requires evaluation of priorities;

· We cannot say, “I will follow You if….or “when…”

· He calls for complete and unconditional obedience with no turning back.

How would you react if you sensed God calling you to some new kind of work for Him that required you moving away from children, friends, or other loved ones?
· Seriously consider if there is anything in your heart that says, “Lord, I will follow you if…”

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Sacrifice Demonstrated) Luke 21: 1-4.

Listen to what Jesus says about giving as these verses are being read.

The setting for these verses is in the area of the temple known as the court of women;

· Containers for receiving money from worshipers were found in this area.

· Notice the contrast between the wealthy who gave “out of their surplus” v4.

· And the “poor window dropping in two coins” v2.

· Jesus said she “put in more than all” of the wealthy who had preceded her v3.

It is important to note that Jesus is not being critical of wealth;

· Instead, the focus is on what is left over after the gift.

· The widow “out of her poverty…put in all she had to live on” v4.

Very few of us would measure up to the faith of this poor widow;

· In our lives, we tend to worry about having enough income to live on.

· We don’t want to end up poverty-stricken like this woman.

· We cringe at the thought of being dependent on others.

Instead of focusing on the fear of having nothing;

· Let’s focus on what Jesus wants us to learn about a lifestyle characterized by sacrifice.

· Giving from our abundance is welcome and certainly better than not giving at all.

· But sacrificial giving, whether it is financially or in service to others, comes from a heart that gives its all for the sake of Christ.

We tend to judge a sacrifice according to the pain it inflicts on us;
· But what causes the pain?

· Perhaps it comes from confusion about what is truly important.

· Do we look longingly at the things we gave up, wishing we had them back?

· If so, we aren’t looking through God’s eyes.

Think of the poor widow giving her all not with an attitude of fear and guilt;

· But with an attitude of contentment in the knowledge that God was her provider.

Remember the feeding of the 5,000?

· The disciples were frustrated because all they had were five loaves of bread and two fish.

· Jesus said, “Bring them here to me” (Matt. 14:18).

· Did the little boy who gave up his bread and fish go away hungry?

· No.  Everyone that day had as much as he or she wanted.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Sacrifice Commanded) Romans 12: 1-2.

Listen to what we are to do with our bodies as these verses are read.

As we have seen in the case of the poor widow;

· Sacrificial living is not defined as putting money in an offering plate, even if it is everything we have.

· As we examine Romans 12: 1-2, we understand that what we have is more than our money, time, and talents.

· It is our very selves.

In the OT, the priest killed the sacrificial animal;

· Cut it to pieces, and placed it on the altar.

· Christ gave His all for us in death.

· We are to give our all for Him in life.

· As we continually die to ourselves, we become alive in Him.

· After a dead sacrifice is consumed by fire, it exists no more.

· A “living sacrifice” daily serves a living God v1.

We sacrifice our desires and then use all our energy and resources to serve God;

· Trusting Him to lead us in the right ways.

· As we are transformed to be more like Christ;

· We will know God’s will and want to do what is good and pleasing to Him v2.

· As we think of what He has done for us;

· We joyfully give our lives to Him daily.

· When we do, all of life becomes an act of worship.

Stones in the river become round and smooth as the waters continually wash over them;

· In the same way, those who practice a worldly lifestyle eventually reflect the shape of the world.

· We are not to let the waters of the world shape or conform us;

· But rather to give our lives so completely to God that He can shape us into the image of Christ.

This transformation is fueled “by the renewing of your mind” v2;

· We renew our minds each day by focusing on the truths that God has for us.

· As we daily read, meditate on, and act on His Word;

· We become more like Jesus.

· And as we become more like Christ, sacrifice becomes more a lifestyle and less an occasional act.

· We realize that the command is not a burden but a joy!

Paul stressed that as a response to all God has done for us we are to give our whole lives as sacrifices to Him;

· We cannot please God by giving Him only things.

· We must give our whole selves.

· Sacrificial living is a hard road for which we are tempted to substitute an alternate route.

· Yet Jesus calls us to join Him and the relative few who travel it.

No Time For Good-Byes
Does it ever seem to you that Jesus was the most unreasonable man who ever lived?  What could be more natural than to want to go home and say good-bye to one’s family?  However, keep in mind that saying good-bye can take a long time.  Some couples will recall a time, before they were married, when it took half an hour just to say good night!  Farewells can take time.

Remember also that Jesus could read the heart of the man who made the request to return home, while we can read only his words.  Perhaps Jesus knew that the young man’s parents would try to persuade him not to go after Jesus if he went back home to see them.

The encounters described in Luke 9: 57-62 reveal an urgency about the work of the kingdom that must not be missed.  It is easy for us to forget that urgency.  Not a moment of time should be wasted.  The return of Christ may be nearer than we think.  Our opportunities may be fewer than we think.  The one we hope to win to Christ may not have many years, or even days, ahead of him or her.  We ourselves may not have many years, or even days ahead of us!

We cannot imagine Jesus hurrying-yet there was always an urgency about His efforts.  While we should never be frantic about our work, we should certainly be urgent.

Prayer:

Father help us to be faithful in our service for You, always giving our all for the One who gave His all at the cross.
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